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***Have you heard your child read today? We encourage all students to practise 

their reading at home about 5 nights per week. Therefore, by now, most students 

should have read at least between 130-135 nights.  Well done if you have kept up!  

 

 

On Friday the 18th of August, the school and house captains went to the 

Vietnam Veterans Day Commemoration in Seymour. We listened to 

speeches about what happened during a major battle between the Australians 

and the North Vietnamese under some rubber trees in Vietnam 50 years ago. 

The MC called our names to pick up a lantern that represented a soldier who 

had died during the battle and we walked to the memorial. We placed our 

lanterns down beside the memorial and sung the National Anthem. Some 

people got to lay wreaths in honour of the battle. We heard lots of information 

from several speakers about different aspects of the conflict. 

Written by  

Lachlan Thompson  

and Jaycob Paz                   
 

Just a reminder that from 

September 1st, all students 

must have a hat for their play 

times or any time they are 

outside in the school grounds. 

We are a SUNSMART 

School and the school policy 

states that ‘no hat, no play’. 

The hat must be a school hat 

(navy blue, wide brimmed 

with school logo). School 

hats are available for 

purchase through the school 

and cost $12. 

 

 

Clodagh McCarthy and CJ McQuire are both 

doing a great job modelling our school hats. 

School Captains, 

Tahlia Greenwood 

and Jack Anderson at 

the Vietnam Veterans 

Commemoration. 

 

 

http://www.puckapunyalps.vic.edu.au/
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Happy Birthday to 

Zara Marini, Lachlan 

Thompson and Jaycob Paz 

who are all celebrating their 

birthdays this week. On 

behalf of the Puckapunyal 

Primary School Community, 

we wish them all a very 

Happy Birthday! 

 

 

 

 

 

A stall for fathers, grandads, uncles, neighbours or 

friends:  On Friday, September 1st we will be having a 

stall for our students to buy gifts for their dad, grandad, 

uncle, neighbour or friend.  If you have any suitable 

items for the stall we would be very grateful.  Please 

note, no nut products, lighters etc.  Thank you for your 

support. 

Earn and learn: Thanks so much to our wonderful 

school community for collecting the Woolworths Earn 

and learn stickers.  Keep it up as each one goes towards 

some quality resources that benefit all our students. 

Enjoy your week!! 

Sue Ranger, Defence School Transition Aide 
 

Friendship Skills 

Parents and carers can support their child’s friendship skills by modelling effective social 

skills, providing opportunities for children to practise relationship skills and offering support 

when they go through difficulties.  Each week we will highlight a different strategy. 

 

Take a problem solving approach.  Parents and carers don’t need to have the answers to all of 

their children’s problems.  You can support your children to think through a problem for 

themselves by talking with them and asking some useful questions.  (Source: Kids Matter) 

                                 

 

1.  
 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR REWARD 

UPDATE 
Chisholm and Bradman have both had brilliant 

weeks with huge gains! 

  Let’s see lots of positive behaviour this week! 

SCORES 

Chisholm - 441 points  

Melba - 411 points 

Bradman - 374 points 

Hume - 261 points 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 - NEXT YEAR 

Family Name: 

_________________________________________________ 

Given Names of Children: 

 

_________________________________________________ 

                                          

_________________________________________________ 

                                             

_________________________________________________ 

Circle and complete one section: 

a. The above mentioned children will be at Puckapunyal 

Primary School in 2018 
 

b. Our family is moving to 

________________________________ (destination) 

     Their last day of school at Puckapunyal PS is  

___/____/17  
 

c. It is yet uncertain as to where we will be living in 2018. 

With many families leaving at the end of the year, it is 

imperative that we know the movements of our families. 

To employ teachers and organise classrooms we need 

accurate information to determine how many students will 

be at Pucka in 2018. If you are aware of your plans for next 

year and know whether your child/ren will or will not be 

attending PPS for the year 2018, please fill in this form and 

return to the school a.s.a.p. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sophie Brooks and Ned Kendell agree that we need to 

collect as many Earn and Learn stickers as possible! 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmaroubrasports.com.au%2Fevent%2Fanzac-day-least-we-forget%2F&ei=l3I0VaHwHY7l8AXWvoHQDw&bvm=bv.91071109,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFIYWWJC1kIwF5BJOmo2NgyD9gHZw&ust=1429586948729685
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Teachers are looking for students who are demonstrating ‘Confidence’ to be eligible for the Student of the Week 

award. We encourage parents to talk to their students about our values throughout the year. 
 

What is Confidence? At assembly this week, Year 5 student Jasmine Jamieson read out the meaning of Confidence. 
 

‘Confidence is feeling self-assured.  It comes from trusting yourself.  When you are confident in others you know you 

can rely on them and trust them. 

When you are confident you act from a position of strength so you are prepared to risk trying or learning new things.  

Confidence means you don’t allow fear to keep you from doing what you really want to do.  Instead of being afraid of 

failure you see mistakes as opportunities to learn from.’ 

 

The School Canteen is open for Lunch Orders this 

Friday. Each and every Friday students can order lunches 

from the school canteen. The menu will be different each 

week. Please ensure that a paper bag comes with the order. 

Please indicate on the lunch bag if the money is in another 

sibling’s bag (please see Term 3 menu in a recent 

newsletter). 

This week the menu is -  
4 Chicken Nuggets & a serve of wedges  $3.00  

Chocolate/Strawberry Milk                            $2.00 each 

Apple/Orange Juice Popper                          $1.50 each 

No charge for tomato sauce 

Each week at assembly, SRC representatives remind our 

students of a few important school rules. This week, 

SRC representatives, Dani Corocher and Josh Moses, 

reminded our students of the following school rules to follow 

when it is wet outside: 

- Stay out of the puddles. We don’t want anyone with wet 

clothes or shoes.  

- Stick to the asphalted areas. 

- Do not play on the oval if it is too wet and slippery.  

- If it starts raining while you are playing outside find an 

undercover area and listen for the announcement. 

  

Please discuss these rules with your children to help ensure that 

they understand.  

School Recipe for this week! 
Zucchini, Carrot and Honey Muffins 

 
 

  
Ingredients 

2 tablespoons parsley, chopped 

1 spring onion, chopped 

1 zucchini, grated 

1 carrot, grated 

½ cup grated tasty cheese 

2 cups self-raising flour 

Pinch of salt and pepper 

3 eggs 

¼ cup oil 

1 cup plain yoghurt 

¼ cup honey 

Extra grated cheese to sprinkle over the top 
 

Zucchini, carrot and honey muffins 

Method 

Line 2 muffin trays with approximately 16 patty 

pans.  Cut up parsley and spring onion.  Mix 

together parsley, spring onion, zucchini, ¾ of the 

carrot, cheese, flour, salt and pepper.  In a separate 

bowl mix eggs, oil, yoghurt and honey together.  

Pour the liquid mix into the flour mixture and mix 

lightly, keeping the mixture lumpy.  Put ¼ cup of 

mix into each patty pan.  Sprinkle tops with the 

remaining carrot and extra cheese.  Bake for 15-20 

minutes in a 190 degrees Celsius oven.  Makes 

approximately 16. 

 
 

Important Message – There are times at school 

when students require urgent medical help. If a student 

requires an ambulance, we will ring an ambulance 

immediately. We do not ring home to ask permission to 

ring an ambulance first. We follow normal first aid 

procedures. We would not be doing our job if we didn’t. 

Therefore, we ask families to ensure that they have 

ambulance cover. If you do not have ambulance cover, and 

your child requires an ambulance, the cost could be 

thousands of dollars. 

**Please help if you can – Throughout each year we 

review various school policies. If you would like to 

contribute to reviewing our school policies please come 

to school to join staff and school councillors at a policy 

review meeting. Our 2 planned meetings for Term 3 are 

– Monday 4th September (First Aid Policy) and Monday 

11th September (Medication Policy). All meetings will 

be in the staffroom from 4pm. Please come if you can 

spare the time.** 

https://nancycreative.files.wordpress.com/2010/06/rosemary2.jpg
https://nancycreative.files.wordpress.com/2010/06/rosemary2.jpg
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Congratulations to the following students who were 

‘Students of the Week’ for last week.  

Winners – Logan Malik, Nate, Joshua Jamieson, Keely 

Dawson, Olivia Armstrong, Rory Kennedy, Sophie Van 

Der Waal, Hayden Clarke and Jack Easom. These 

students were selected because they were modelling 

Caring. This week teachers are looking for students who 

are modelling Confidence. 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students who were 

‘Authors of the Week’ for last week. 

Winners – Evie Clarke, Fraser Padman, Pia Allan-

Agnew, Max Brown, Tyson Morgan, Ned Kendell, Tia 

Dowdell, Jack Lindner and Casey Cousins. The 

students were selected because they showed great skills 

as an author. 
    

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defence School Transition Aide Message  
Back at school:  I trust that everyone has had a smooth and 

satisfactory beginning to the school year.  Changing schools, 

beginning school for the first time and even returning for another 

school year can be daunting for students and parents.  It is great to see 

parents eager to support their children at this time and be an integral 

part of their education.  If you have any concerns, or just feel like a 

chat about school and your child, please find me!  

SWAPP Select Program 

I have information about the ADF partners career assistance program 

if anyone is interested. 

NEW UNIFORM 

We have recently had a new shipment of uniform arrive that includes 

shorts, tops, tracksuit pants and hats.  Some parents have been waiting 

on this to arrive. 

Best wishes for the week. 

Sue Ranger, Defence School Transition Aide 
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1/2 C in Room 4 won 

the Yard Duty 

Competition. Chicayne 

Hodges Page and Elora 

Lane enjoyed collecting the 

winning trophy for their 

classroom this week!  

 

Congratulations to Riley Gilmour, Joshua 

Jamieson, Chicayne Hodges Page and Greyson 

Cannon who won the raffle prizes for ‘Positive 

Behaviour’ this week!  

 

3/4 M in Room 9 won 

the Middle School 

Times Tables 

Trophy. Aaron Bennett 

and Jack Kennedy are both 

delighted to look after the 

winning trophy this week! 
 

5/6 D in Room 2 won 

the Senior School 

Times Tables 

Trophy. Jack Easom 

and Aiden Gibbons will 

look after the winning 

trophy this week! 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Olivia 

Scotman who received a 

‘Recycling Cans’ Award. 

Well done, Olivia! 
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Years F/1/2/3 Rooms 6, 8, 3, 4 & 10: The students will focus on skuter (scooter) and warna (colour) this week.  

The students will participate in a skuter (scooter) and sepeda (bike) survey; if the weather is good, they'll check 

out how many skuter and sepeda are in the bike racks at school.  Their lesson will start with a greeting, ask how 

they are feeling, mark the roll, and count how many students are present; all in Indonesian of course!  Vocab 

they'll hear/use this week is: 
Selamat pagi = Good morning 

Selamat siang = Good day 

Apa kabar? = How are you?  Baik-baik saja = Well  Biasa saja = So so  Kurang baik = Not good 

Siapa ada = Who's here?  Ada = Here 

Siapa tidak ada? = Who's not here?  Tidak ada = Not here 

Berapa murid ada? = How student's are here?  Ada __ murid. = There are __ students here. 

Berapa skuter dan sepeda? = How many scooter and bikes?  Ada __ skuter dan __ sepeda. = There are __ scooters and 

__ bikes. 

Saya naik skuter ___. = I go by ___ scooter. 

hitam = black biru = blue kuning = yellow abu-abu = grey putih = white merah = red coklat = brown hijau = green 

merah muda = pink jingga = orange ungu = purple 

satu = 1            sebelas = 11          21 dua puluh satu 

dua = 2             dua belas = 12       22 dua puluh dua 

tiga = 3             tiga belas = 13       23 dua puluh tiga 

empat = 4         empat belas = 14    24 dua puluh empat 

lima = 5            lima belas = 15 

enam = 6          enam belas = 16 

tujuh = 7           tujuh belas = 17 

delapan = 8       delapan belas = 18 

sembilan = 9      sembilan belas = 19 

sepuluh = 10      dua puluh = 20 

Sampai jumpa = See you later 
 

Years 3/4/5/6 Rooms 9, 11, 1 & 2: The students will participate in a survey transportasi (transportation survey).  

They will ask each other how they get to school in Indonesian.  Their lesson will start with a greeting, ask how 

they are feeling, mark the roll and then have one murid luar biasa (special student) answer questions about 

themselves which their peers ask, all in Indonesian of course!  Vocab they'll hear/use this week is: 
Selamat pagi = Good morning Selamat Siang = Good day Selamat sore = Good afternoon 

Apa kabar? = How are you? Saya merasa ... = I feel ...  Saya ... = I'm ...  

baik = good senang = happy sedih = sad bagus = great lapar = hungry haus = thirsty panas = hot dingin = cold sakit = 

sick 

Siapa ada? = Who's here? Ada = Here 

Siapa tidak ada? = Who's absent? = Tidak ada = Absent 

Siapa nama kamu? = What's your name?                          Nama saya ___. = My name's ___. 

Berapa umur kamu? = What's your age?                           Umur saya ___ tahun. = I'm ___ years old. 

Kamu tinggal di mana? = Where do you live?                     Saya tinggal di ___. = I live in ___.  

Kamu di kelas berapa? = What grade are you in?               Saya di kelas ___. = I'm in grade ___. 

Kamu bersekolah di mana? = What school do you go to?    Saya bersekolah di ___. = I do to school at ___. 

Warna apa favorit kamu? = What's your favourite colour?   Warna favorit saya ___. = My favourite colour is ___. 

Kamu punya binatang apa? = What pet do you have?         Saya punya ___. = I have a ___.                  Saya mau ___. = I 

want a ___. 

Siapa ada di keluarga kamu? = Who's in your family?         Di keluarga saya ada ___. = In my family there is ___. 

Kamu suka apa? = What do you like?                                  Saya suka ___. = I like ___. 

Kamu suka makan di mana? = Where do you like to eat?   Saya suka makan di ___. = I like to eat at ___. 

Naik apa ke sekolah? = How do you get to school?           Saya naik ___ ke sekolah. = I go by ___ to school. 

Saya naik mobil ke sekolah.  = I go by car to school.        Saya naik sepeda ke sekolah. = I go by bike to school. 

Saya naik skuter ke sekolah. = I go by scooter to school.   Saya naik bis ke sekolah. = I go by bus to school. 

Saya berjalan kaki ke sekolah. = I walk to school               mobil = car 

sepeda = bike      skuter = scooter 

bis = bus             berjalan kaki = walk 

Sampai jumpa = See you later 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Salam (Regards) Bu Hooper (Mrs Hooper) 

Guru Bahasa Indonesia (Indonesian 

teacher) 

 

Every day is a great day to be 

at school, particularly when 

you’re here at Puckapunyal 

Primary School! 
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Each week in the newsletter, we will give families a summary of the Teaching/Learning Focus for the week.  

That can help families by: being aware of what classrooms are covering; with discussion topics at the dinner table 

when discussing school (eg. ‘How are you going with addition in Numeracy this week?’); helping their children study at 

home, etc. Parents have indicated that this information would be very useful. We also ask families to be aware that 

schools are very busy places and events can be unpredictable at times. We therefore must remain flexible. That means, 

we can plan to cover certain topics at particular times and have to change them according to arising needs. 

Junior School – Preps/Foundation Rooms 6 & 8 
Literacy:  We are learning all about the letters Y and Q. We are working hard on spaces between our words and 

writing good sentences. 

Numeracy: We are revising numbers to 17. We are learning about partners to 10 and continuing with length and 

chance.                                                                                                                                                                                         

Junior School – Year 1s Rooms 3, 4 & 8 

Literacy:  We are revising the letters Y and Q. We are looking at hyphens, brackets and compound words. 

Numeracy:  We are practising skip counting and using number stories to solve problems. 

Junior School – Year 2s Rooms  3, 4 & 10 
Literacy: We are looking at hyphens, brackets and compound words. 

Numeracy:  We are creating and solving word problems and recording them as equations.  We are vising money. 
 

Middle School Years 3/4     Rooms 9, 10 & 11                                                      
Literacy:  We will be focusing on narratives and letter writing, as well as the VCOP components. 

Numeracy:  We will also be working on fractions as well as digital and analogue time in Numeracy. 

Senior School Years 5/6     Rooms 1 & 2                                                                  
Literacy: We will be focusing on narratives, letter writing and the VCOP components. 

Numeracy: We will also be working on percentages, processes and factors. We will also be working on mapping and 

direction.    

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations

, Melvic 

Pambai who 

did a great job 

playing 

keyboard at 

assembly this 

week! He was 

masterful!  

 

Congratulations, 

Jack Lindner 
who did an 

excellent job 

reading his writing 

at assembly this 

week! Great job, 

Jack. I wonder 

who will read at 

assembly next 

week? 

 

Congratulation 

Kirrah Horton 
who has done 

an excellent job 

with her letter 

writing. Well 

done, Kirrah!  

 

 

Pallavi Allan-

Agnew has tried 

so hard to 

improve her 

writing this year. 

Her work is now 

much neater than 

is was at the start 

of the year. 

Good girl! 
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The Case for Dedicated Dads    (American Article) 

Fathers who get involved in their kids' education have a big effect on the health, academic 

success, and happiness of their sons and daughters. 

One out of every three American children grows up without a biological father. These 24 million kids miss out on the 

many benefits of having a dad around, like being less likely to get involved with crime or abuse substances, and being 

more likely to achieve academic success. According to a report on involved fathers published by the Departments of 

Education and Health and Human Services:  

Research has shown that fathers, no matter what their income or cultural background, can play a critical role in their 

children’s education. When fathers are involved, their children learn more, perform better in school, and exhibit healthier 

behavior. Even when fathers do not share a home with their children, their active involvement can have a lasting and 

positive impact. 

Mothers are very important to their children’s development, of course, but research has shown that fathers help kids grow 

in specific ways. Children with involved fathers are more ready to succeed academically when they start school and tend 

to show more patience. As those kids grow, this leads to “better verbal skills, intellectual functioning, and academic 

achievement.” According to a 2001 U. S. Department of Education study, "highly involved biological fathers had children 

who were 43 percent more likely than other children to earn mostly as and 33 percent less likely than other children to 

repeat a grade.” Other researchers have found that highly engaged dads contribute to their children’s mental dexterity, 

problem-solving skills, intellectual curiosity, and enjoyment of school, which is no small thing. Children who are curious 

and enjoy learning are far more likely to be able to tap into their intrinsic motivation and curiosity, resisting the 

discouragement that can come with school environments that rely heavily on external rewards like grades, test scores, and 

awards. 

Fathers don’t have to be perfect, know best, or have all the answers. 

Recently, some authors have claimed that parents don’t really have much of an effect on educational success. “Parental 

involvement is overrated,” wrote the New York Times in April. The authors argued that “…most forms of parental 

involvement, like observing a child’s class, contacting a school about a child’s behavior, helping to decide a child’s high 

school courses, or helping a child with homework, do not improve student achievement. In some cases, they actually 

hinder it.” 

But many experts on education and child development vocally disagree. Some challenged the methodology behind the 

claims; others, such as developmental psychologist and researcher Marilyn Price-Mitchell, felt the authors were too 

limited in defining what qualifies as academic success: 

Family engagement affects many aspects of youth development, including resilience, learning, social skills, caring, self-

awareness, creativity, strategy, and character. All of these things, when integrated into a “whole view” of the child, are 

really what makes kids succeed. 

Fortunately, fathers are becoming more and more involved in their children’s lives. The number of dads who stay home 

with their children has doubled since 1989, and schools are trying hard to welcome the men who volunteer at their kids' 

schools. Last fall, 100 schools across Maryland’s Prince George’s County invited fathers, grandfathers and uncles into 

their schools for “Men Make a Difference” day. Administrators hope this annual event will show these “male role models 

... the importance of being engaged in a child’s education and how such involvement could change a child’s life.” 

While educators work on finding ways to invite fathers into school life, others are trying to help fathers invest in their 

children’s social and moral education at home. Actor, hip-hop artist, and father Tray Chaney, best known for his role as 

Malik “Poot” Carr on HBO’s The Wire, has launched a “Dedicated Father” campaign in an effort to “uplift and encourage 

fathers” to be present and engaged in their children’s lives. He’s also fighting stereotypes, trying to change perceptions 

about the myth of the absent black father. In his “Dedicated Father” video, Chaney appeals to men to be role models and 

support their children’s emotional and educational growth. 

http://www2.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/fathers.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/fathers.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/fathers.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/fatherhood/chaptertwo.cfm
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/fatherhood/chaptertwo.cfm
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/fatherhood/chaptertwo.cfm
http://www2.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/fathers.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/fathers.pdf
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/04/12/parental-involvement-is-overrated/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/04/12/parental-involvement-is-overrated/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/schools-roll-out-the-red-carpet-for-dads-who-volunteer/2014/04/23/dcad1a82-c4a2-11e3-b574-f8748871856a_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/schools-roll-out-the-red-carpet-for-dads-who-volunteer/2014/04/23/dcad1a82-c4a2-11e3-b574-f8748871856a_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/men-making-a-difference-day-brings-prince-georges-county-fathers-to-school/2013/10/14/fc272c9a-34f1-11e3-8a0e-4e2cf80831fc_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/men-making-a-difference-day-brings-prince-georges-county-fathers-to-school/2013/10/14/fc272c9a-34f1-11e3-8a0e-4e2cf80831fc_story.html
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/dec/20/local/la-me-black-dads-20131221
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZAaU_1oT6o
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All this attention to the importance and influence of fathers may be starting to pay off. A summary report on fathers’ 

involvement in their children’s learning published by the National Center for Fathering and the National PTA shows that, 

over the decade between 1999 and 2009, fathers have “significantly increased their involvement with their children at 

school” and “significantly increased their interaction with teachers, school officials and other parents.” 

But the report also identifies a few areas with room for improvement. Thirty-nine percent of fathers report that they never 

read to their child, 32 percent never visit their child’s classroom, and 54 percent never volunteer at their child’s school. 

The first step toward encouraging fathers to get involved in education may be just to ask—nearly half of the fathers polled 

by the PTA indicated that they had never been invited to join the organization. As a result, it started the PTA 

MORE campaign: Men Organized to Raise Engagement. The PTA and the Departments of Education and Health and 

Human Services have all recognized the need to invite fathers into the educational process, offering simple changes 

schools can make that would make it easier for fathers to be involved, which include: 

 Invite fathers into the process of educating their children. Because the popular assumption around school 

invitations and events is that “parents” is a euphemism for “mothers,” fathers may not feel welcome to attend. 

Reach out to fathers and seek to include them—specifically—in school events. 

 Make paternity leave a viable option for fathers. When asked what is keeping them from becoming more 

involved in their children’s education, “Fathers ranked institutional practices and barriers imposed by the 

workplace as the most important reasons for their low levels of involvement … Paternity leave is the most 

frequently discussed means of enhancing paternal involvement.” 

 Eliminate language barriers. Many fathers do not speak the same language as their children’s teachers. Some 

are deaf, and others are functionally illiterate. In order to remove this barrier to engagement, reach out to all 

parents, in all their native languages and forms of communication. 

 Be flexible in scheduling conferences. Many parents find it challenging to schedule conferences during work 

hours, and for many, taking time off from work for a conference is simply not economically feasible. 

 Educate parents about how to get involved. Many parents want to be involved, but don’t know how. If fathers 

have not traditionally been involved in their children’s education, it only makes sense that schools need to give 

them a place to start.   

 It may be difficult to quantify a father’s involvement in his child’s education in terms of standardized test scores, but 

engaged dads have a big effect on kids’ overall learning and development. Fathers don’t have to be perfect, know best, or 

have all the answers to their kids’ homework; they can still shape their kids’ character, ethics, sense of self-care, social 

skills, resilience, and responsibility. At school and in life, those are the skills that matter most. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“When students 

improve their 

attendance rates, they 

improve their academic 

prospects and chances 

of graduating.” 

***We can all work together to rid 

the community of Head Lice.  Let’s 

check our heads once per week!*** 

 

Well done to the 22 Years 5/6 students who attended the Hooptime 

Basketball Competition last week. They received certificates for their 

efforts! 

 

http://www.fathers.com/documents/research/2009_Education_Survey_Summary.pdf
http://www.pta.org/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3212
http://www.pta.org/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3212
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National Literacy and Numeracy week is coming up during the 

first week in September. That week, it is a very busy week at 

Puckapunyal PS. However, we would also like to invite all families to 

attend a few events. Please see below. 
 

Monday 4th September – School Assembly/Classroom Reading 

9:00am-10:00am: Families are invited to attend assembly to sing the national anthem, watch students perform, receive 

awards and enjoy the beginning of the school week. Immediately after assembly, families are invited to visit classrooms to 

listen to some children read. 

 

Tuesday 5th September – Literacy (Writing) focus 

10:00am-11:00am: Families are invited to attend our VCOP sessions in each of the classrooms. 

11:30am-12:30pm: Families are invited to attend our Big Write sessions in each of the classrooms. 

**Please come along and see what teachers and students do during these sessions.** 

 
 

**Please come along and enjoy the experiences.** 
 

Also during that week: 

Tuesday 5th September – Year 1 Latestay 

Thursday 7th September – Foundation Latestay 

Friday 9th September – Year 2 Melbourne Museum Excursiuon and Stayover 
 
 

Mrs Crichton came to visit FOC and F/1O 

last week and told us all about her job as a 

nurse! Thank you, Mrs. Crichton! 
  

 

As mentioned, Years 5/6 Bike training for the ride has begun! Each week, students will need to 

participate in 2 training sessions at school and then follow up with another private session as well. That is, 3 

training sessions per week. We encourage all participants to keep training hard, so that the Bike Ride is a positive, 

rewarding experience. 
 

 

**We have planned a 4 Day Bike Ride meeting for teachers and parents to attend to discuss our plans and 

how families can help. Please come along if you would to attend or help in any way. 

When: Wednesday 30th August 4pm 

Where: School Staffroom 
 

https://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/
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The Years 3-6 House Athletics Carnival is soon. It will take place over 2 days: 
 

Day 1 – Field events on Thursday 31st August at school. The 9 and 10 yrs children will begin at 11:25 a.m. and finish 

at 1:05 p.m., while the 11 and 12/13 yrs children will begin at 1:50 p.m. and finish 3:30 p.m. All children will have an 

earlier lunch at 1:05 p.m. and will be dismissed from school at normal time at 3:30 p.m. 
 

Day 2 – Track events (plus Triple Jump) on Friday 1st September at the No7 Oval near Frontline. The children will be 

walking from school at 12:45 p.m. to begin at 1:00 p.m. All children will have their lunch before they go and will be 

dismissed at the No. 7 oval at 3:30 p.m. Because the children will be leaving the school grounds for this day, they will 

need to return a permission slip that will be sent home soon. 

 

The aim of the 2 days is for all students to participate and have a go. We will also be selecting students to represent our 

school at the Seymour District Carnival to be held on Monday 11th September. The District event only involves Years 3-

6 students. They will be selected according to their efforts, placings and techniques performed at our school carnival. 

For example, we cannot send someone to District for shot put if their technique isn’t officially ‘legal’, even if they throw 

the furthest. 
 

In each event students can tally points for their House teams. Just competing will score points for their House team. It is 

imperative for their teams that all students have a go. Parents are also welcome to come along and cheer loudly! 

Children have been encouraged to wear their house colours - red, blue, green or yellow.  

Good luck, Athletes! 
 

Our Year 2 students have an exciting Excursion and Stayover (camp) coming up. On Friday 8th 

September the students and attending staff will catch a bus to Melbourne and enjoy a fabulous morning tea in the 

Carlton Gardens.  The highlight of the day will be the tour of the Melbourne Museum. We will travel back to school via 

bus and take part in the exciting stayover at school. For tea they will have a BBQ where they will have sausages in 

bread, an ice-cream, biscuits and a drink. After tea the children will walk around the school with their torches, listening 

and looking for animals and discussing the night sky. They are all excited about sleeping at school! It should be a great 

experience!   A Permission slip will come home soon. 

Yours sincerely, Year 2 Teachers  
 

To enhance our Camping Program and to encourage student independence, children in Foundation and Year 1 will 

participate in a late stay at school. 

The Year 1 late stay will be held on Tuesday 5th September. Immediately after school they will attend the 

Late stay from 3:30pm until 7:30pm.  

The Foundation late stay will be held on Thursday 7th September from 3:30pm until 7:30pm. 

The children will be given afternoon tea, consisting of biscuits and a drink. They will then play some games on the oval 

and the asphalt, and participate in an environmental activity. A BBQ tea will be served consisting of sausages in bread, 

an ice-cream, an apple and a drink. After tea they will walk around the school grounds to listen and look for animals 

and discuss the night sky. The students will need to bring a torch and a rug or sleeping bag. The children can be 

collected at 7:30pm. The cost of the late stays will be $5 per child.  

A Permission note will come home soon.  

Yours sincerely, Foundation/Year 1 Teachers  
 

 

‘One child, one teacher, one book, one pen, can change the world!’  

Quote – Malala Yousafzai 
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1/2 I have been using ‘Typing Tournament’ regularly to improve their 

touch typing skills.  We are learning to type without looking at the 

keyboard!  If you look closely at these photos you’ll see that Ruby, 

Keeley, Nash, Max, Evie, Skye, Kade, Savanah and Lachlan have their 

fingers on the A, S, D, F, J, K, L and ; home keys and they’re not looking 

at the keyboard?  Well done!  

 

 
Defence Bank would like to offer to all school age children the opportunity to open their own savings 
account.  
They will receive a free piggy bank and a deposit of $10 towards their savings account.  
This is only available until the end of August 2017. 
Please contact Cheryl, Lara & Anja for further information:  03 5793 7000 
 


