
1 

‘Striving for Excellence’ 

Open since 1887 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal - Kevin Warne  

Acting School Council President - Anne Trevena                     

Telephone - (03) 57931288                   

Fax - (03) 57931412 
Web - www.puckapunyalps.vic.edu.au/ 

Email - puckapunyal.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au                                                                                               

                                                                                                  

 

 

Alamein Road  

Puckapunyal, Vic, 3662                                                                                                                           

Postal: Military P.O. 

ABN: - 74134967962                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 

 
       

 

 

Term 2 Issue 4  

May 9th 2018 
 

 

 

 

Friday 

11th May 

Mothers’ Day  

Stall 

Monday  
14th May 

House  
Cross Country 

Mondays 

14th May, 28th May 
&  Tuesday 12th June 

Family Book Club 

Tuesday-Thursday 

15th -17th May 

NAPLAN 

Years 3 and 5 

Tuesday 

22nd May 

District  

Cross Country 

Friday 
1st June 

Pupil Free  
Day 

Tuesday  

5th June 

School Council  

Meeting 5pm 

Tuesday 

12th June 

School Dental Van  

Stage 2 

 

Inside this Issue: 
Birthdays/DSTA Message 2 

School Cross Country 2 

Pupil Free Days 2 

School Canteen Lunches 3 

Education Week 3 

School Rule Reminders 3 

Student Awards of the Week 4 

Teaching/Learning Focus 5 

Indo Lingo 6 

Years 4-6 Attitudes to School 

Surveys 

7 

Euroa SC Discovery Night    7 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 15th May, Wednesday 16th May and Thursday 17th May, all Years 3 

and 5 students will be participating in the National Assessment 

Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). These 

are national tests. 
 

The tests will be conducted by our teachers at school. The idea is to test all 

students throughout Australia to attain a measure of progress of all students. 

These tests are marked by the Department of Education.  Individual reports will 

be given to parents later in the year.  This is one measure of a child’s education 

progress.  
 

On Friday morning we will have our annual Mothers’ Day 

Stall. Students will be able to purchase lovely gifts for their beloved 

mums. Gifts will be for sale ranging from $1 to $10.  

 

We wish all our mothers a wonderful day 

on Sunday. Let’s spoil them! 
 

The school would like to offer an opportunity for parents to join principal, 

Kevin Warne, and DSTA, Sue Ranger, in a Family Book Club to meet 3 

times this term. The school has purchased 5 copies of the following 2 books by 

Dr Michael Carr-Gregg (leading Child Psychologist): 

1. Strictly Parenting 

2. The Prince Boofhead Syndrome 
 

The school recommends these books as great reads (please google for reviews). 

The aim is to help parents dealing with the daily grind of parenting. We can 

meet and share views, findings and discuss any arising concerns and issues 

with our kids. We want to lend these books to our parents to read. 
 

When: Monday May 14th, Monday May 28th and Tuesday June 12th. 

Time: 9:30am (after assembly) – 11am 
 

Kevin and Sue will supply tea, coffee and something tasty! 

Please come along. It could be fun! 
 

 

***We can all work together to rid 

the community of any chance of 

Head Lice.  Let’s check our heads 

once per week!*** 

http://www.puckapunyalps.vic.edu.au/
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 Happy Birthday to Savannah Bradford, 

Charlotte Mathews, Cohen Hill and Myla Freeman 

who are all having their birthdays this week. On behalf 

of the Puckapunyal Primary School Community, we 

wish them all a very Happy Birthday! 

 

 
Mothers’ Day help: Our Mothers’ Day/Special Person 

stall is on this Friday.  It is a fantastic opportunity for 

students to buy inexpensive gifts for their mum, grandma, 

neighbour or aunt.  (Of course, this is a voluntary 

activity.)  If you have any suitable items for this stall, we 

would be most grateful.  They can be left at the office.  

Thank you for the donations received already!!  Also if 

you are available to assist with the stall (approximately 

9am-11am) can you please let me know.  Thanks. 

Healthy Tip: To encourage happy, healthy family meals: 

-Enjoy and eat a variety of foods yourself 

-Make water the main family drink 

-Make a food shopping list and stay within your budget 

-Plan the list to include a variety of fresh, seasonal, 

healthy family foods 

-Involve your children in selecting foods to buy and in 

meal preparation 

-Keep preparing a variety of foods each day for meals 

and snacks 

-Try planting a family garden as a rewarding way to 

experience new tastes 

Happy Mothers’ Day to all mums, grandmas, special 

neighbours, aunts etc. who make our lives special! 

 

Have a terrific week! Sue Ranger, DSTA.  
 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR REWARD 

UPDATE 

Lots and lots of tickets last week.  Well done 

to all students who received one.  Keep up the 

positive behaviour! 
CURRENT SCORES 
Bradman – 362 points 

Melba - 353 points 

Chisholm - 314 points 

Hume – 260 points 

 

 

The Language of Resilience 
Resilient families develop their own words to help each other get through the inevitable tough times that each person 

experiences.  These words reflect coping strategies such as empathy, humour and acceptance.  Michael Grose, a 

parenting and educational expert offers us examples of coping skills and the types of situations where they are 

applicable.  There will be different strategies each week in Wednesday notes. 

 

Good for kids who make mistakes, let others down or experience personal disappointment 

One of the common attributes of optimistic people is their ability to look for a message in difficult or negative 

situations.  Parents can help kids reframe events to help them see things differently.  For instance, rather than 

regarding a public speaking opportunity as problematic, and a chance to look foolish it’s better to reframe it as a 

challenge and a chance to shine.  It also helps when parents model reframing so kids see you changing how you view 

seemingly negative or worrying situations.  

 

Next week, all students from Foundation-Years 6 will 

participate in a House Cross Country 

Carnival. They will be trying to gain as many 

points as possible for their House team.  

 

All of our children have been training 

for the event which will be held at  

school next Monday 14th May.  

- Foundation-Year 2 students at 1:00pm  

- Years 3-6 students at 2:30pm 
 

Our students are keen to do well again this year. Some 

families may like to continue some extra training with 

their children. 
 

Distances for the big day 

Foundation-Year 2 students - 1 km 

Under 9 and 10 age group - 2km 

Under 11 and 12/13 and over age group - 3km 

Good luck with the training, kids! 
 

NB – We ask parents to come and watch our students 

who will be beginning from the school oval. The 

amphitheatre is a great place to watch from. Parents are 

not to run with the kids for this event. 

**Students can wear house colours for the day!** 

 

**Friday 1st June is a Pupil Free Day. Staff will be at school working on student half year reports. 

Students are not expected at school that day** 

** Monday 11th June is the Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday. 

Students are not expected at school that day** 
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At assembly this week ‘Confidence’ was announced as our School Value of the week. That means 

teachers are looking for students who are demonstrating ‘Confidence’ to be eligible for the Student of 

the Week award. We encourage parents to talk to their students about our values throughout the year. 

 

What is ‘Confidence’? Year 5 student, Melvic Pambai read out the meaning of ‘Confidence’ Well done, 

Melvic! 

‘Confidence is feeling self-assured.  It comes from trusting yourself.  When you are confident in others you know 

you can rely on them and trust them. When you are confident you act from a position of strength so you are 

prepared to risk trying or learning new things.  Confidence means you don’t allow fear to keep you from doing 

what you really want to do.  Instead of being afraid of failure you see mistakes as opportunities to learn from.’ 
 

***Have you heard your child read today? We 

encourage all students to practise their reading at home 

about 5 nights per week. Therefore, by now, most 

students should have read at least between 60-65 nights.  

Well done if you have kept up!  

 

Every Day Counts! Please don’t forget – 

going to school every day is the single 

most important part of your child’s 

education. Students learn new things at 

school every day. Missing school puts 

them behind. We all want our students to 

get a great education. The building blocks 

for a great education begin with students 

coming to school each and every day. 
 

**REMINDER- Pucka News is a growing interest in the school and our community. You can 

see each episode live at our school assemblies at 9am on Monday mornings. Everyone is 

encouraged to come along and watch each episode. If you are unable to attend, you can follow 

Pucka News by watching each episode on our Facebook page. ** 
 

Each week at assembly, SRC representatives remind our 

students of a few important school rules.  

This week, SRC representatives, Jack Easom and Jack 

Lindner reminded our students of the ‘Lining Up 

rules: 

- Be sensible 

- Keep your hands to yourself 

- Make sure you arrive on time 

- Be ready for your teacher 

 

The School Canteen is open for Lunch Orders 

this Friday. Each and every Friday students can order 

lunches from the school canteen. The menu will be 

different each week. Please ensure that a paper bag 

comes with the order. Please indicate on the lunch bag 

if the money is in another sibling’s bag. 

 

This week the menu is -  
Party Pies / Sausage Rolls $1.00 Each or 3 for $2.50 

Chocolate or Strawberry Milk           $2.00 each 
Apple or Orange Juice                             $1.50 each 

No charge for tomato sauce 

 

 

Sunday 20th May-Saturday 26th May is Education 

Week. Our state has Education Week to celebrate 

education in Victoria. To mark the occasion we will invite 

parents to several activities during the week. Please come 

along. So what’s planned at Puckapunyal Primary School? 
 

Monday 21st May - Assembly Invite - each family, as 

always, is invited to assembly. 
 

Monday 21st May – Reading in Class invite – 

Immediately after assembly, each family is invited to visit 

any classroom to either listen to children read or read to a 

small group of students. You can bring your favourite 

books from home! 
 

Tuesday 22nd May District Cross Country – Many of 

Years 3-6 students will be competing against other schools 

at Kings Park. All families are welcome. 
 

Thursday 24th May Indonesian Activities- Come on in 

and see your children in class participating in an 

Indonesian activity.  Call into their classroom at 2:30-

3:30pm. - everyone is welcome! 
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Congratulations to the following students who were 

‘Students of the Week’ for last week. Winners – Mia 

Said, Dominic Stephens, Tahlleah Govey-Haysom, 

Phoenix Miller, Oliver Crichton, Samara Wildin, 

Jasmine Ferris, Lily Tippett, Max Brown, April 

Beckham and Hayden Clarke. These students were 

selected because they were modelling ‘Striving for 

Excellence’ (school Motto).This week teachers are also 

looking for students who are modelling ‘Confidence’. 

 

Congratulations to the following students who were 

‘Authors of the Week’ for last week. Winners – Tilly 

McGechan, Olivia Hanney, Hayden Oborne, 

Katherine Tuohill, Olive Bruhn, Reeko Gower, 

Nash Kelly, Emily McBride, Grace Hogan, Melvic 

Pambai and Milena Slonetskyy. The students were 

selected because they showed great skills as an author. 
    

 
 

 

 

3/4D in Room 11 won the 

Yard Duty 

Competition.  
Melrose Pambai and 

Savannah Bradford enjoyed 

collecting the winning trophy 

for their classroom this week!  

Congratulations to Cohen Hill, Flynn 

Mackie, Shaeedyn Gray and Jazlyn 

Meiselbach who won the raffle prizes for 

‘Positive Behaviour’ this week!  

Did you hear Finlay Koch 

read his writing at assembly 

this week? We did! He was 

very convincing! Come 

along and see who reads 

next time. 
 

5/6 H in Room 1 won 

the Senior School 

Times Tables 

Trophy. Caleb Baumann 

and Jack Kennedy are both 

delighted to look after the 

winning trophy this week! 
 

3/4 P in Room 13 won 

the Middle School 

Times Tables 

Trophy. Cruze Daynes 

and Kilian Hill will look 

after the winning trophy 

this week! 
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Each week in the newsletter, we will give families a summary of the Teaching/Learning Focus for the week.  

That can help families by: being aware of what classrooms are covering; with discussion topics at the dinner table when 

discussing school (eg. ‘How are you going with addition in Numeracy this week?’); helping their children study at home, 

etc. Parents have indicated that this information would be very useful. We also ask families to be aware that schools are 

very busy places and events can be unpredictable at times. We therefore must remain flexible. That means, we can plan to 

cover certain topics at particular times and have to change them according to arising needs. 

Junior School – Preps/Foundation Rooms 6, 8 & 10 
Literacy:  We are looking at the letters ‘h and r’. We are still learning the difference between a letter and a word and 

looking at capital letters and full stops and have started ‘Big Write.’ 

Numeracy: We are learning about the number 10. We are looking at using everyday language for time and clocks and 

revising patterns and counting forwards and backwards. 
 

Junior School – Year 1s Rooms 3, 4  & 10 
Literacy: We are looking at the letters ‘h and r’. We are looking at adjectives, continuing our work on 100 most used 

words and compound sentences. 

Numeracy:  We are continuing to look at skip counting and patterns by 2s and 10s as well as clocks and calendars. We are 

continuing to look at place value and patterns. 
 

Junior School – Year 2s Rooms  3, 4 & 9 
Literacy: We are revising the letters ‘h and r’. We are focusing on adjectives as well as reading with fluency and 

expression and looking at compound sentences. 

Numeracy: We are working on skip counting and patterns using calculators and also clocks and calendars. We are 

continuing to look at place value and using number lines. 
 

Middle School Years 3/4 Rooms 9, 11, 12 & 13                                                      
Literacy: We will be focusing on narratives and the VCOP components. 

Numeracy: We will also be working on multiplication, division and time in Numeracy. 

Senior School Years 5/6 Rooms 1&2                                                                  
Literacy:  We will be focusing on persuasive writing and narratives, as well as the VCOP components. 

Numeracy: We will also be working on the four processes, fractions and area and perimeter in Numeracy. 

 

On Monday the 7th of May I went to regionals second round football tryouts for the Victorian state team.  I 

certainly felt nervous on the way there and when I got there, I didn’t know anybody at the beginning, but had 

made some new friends by the end. I had a lot of fun. They were all taller and older than me but I still went in 

and gave it my best go. I played for Wangaratta.  The colours of their guernseys were Green and White. It was 

great day to play footy, 

There were 3 teams and we played each team for a full 2 quarters.  The games were very competitive with 

some of the most talented footy players from around the region trying to win a spot. From around 60 players, 

only 21 were selected to the phase 3 tryouts. The day taught me that you can’t hold back on your game, 

because you are there with an opportunity and you may not get another chance.  I would love to try out again 

next year.  I feel that I need to work on my overhead marking specifically and my goal is to make the all 

Victorian team next year with another year of footy and growing ahead of me.  

 I loved the day and I had an amazing time. I would like to thank Mr Warne for nominating me. Thank you 

Mr Warne, it was a great experience. 

By Dallas Ridl-Ornsby 3/4D       
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FOC & FOM 
Foundation students are focusing on numbers and Indonesia.   

Each lesson one number will be a focus along with something  

Indonesian.  On Monday the focus is number tiga (three) and  

wayang (puppet) and on Thursday/Friday the focus is number  

empat (four) and keris (sword). 

 

Language the students will hear/use this week: 

selamat pagi = good morning 

Siapa ada? = Who's here? 

ada = here 

Siapa tidak ada? = Who's not here? 

tidak ada = not here 

Berapa murid? = How many students? 

Ada __ murid. = There are __ students. 

Apa kabar? = How are you? 

baik-baik saja = well 

biasa saja = so so 

kurang baik = not good 

nama = name 

tanggal = date 

satu = one 

dua = two 

tiga = three 

empat = four 

wayang = puppet 

 

F/1R, 1/2C, 1/2I & 2/3M 

Students are focusing on days of the week.  

 Each lesson, one day will be a focus.  The first lesson will  

focus on hari Rabu (Wednesday) and 1/2I and 2/3M will  

focus on hari Kamis (Thursday) in their second lesson. 

 

The students will use previous language and ... 

selamat siang = good day 

kurang baik = not good 

senang = happy 

sedih = sad 

marah = mad 

Hari ini hari apa? = What day is it today? 

Hari ini ... = Today is ... 

hari Senin = Monday 

hari Selasa = Tuesday 

hari Rabu = Wednesday 

hari Kamis = Thursday 

hari Jumat = Friday 

hari Sabtu = Saturday 

hari Minggu = Sunday 

 
 

 

3/4D, 3/4I & 3/4P 

Students are focusing on musim-musim (seasons) in 

Australia. 

 

The students will use previous language and ... 

Siapa nama Bu? = What's your name ma'am? 

Siapa nama Pak? = What's your name sir? 

Saya ... = I'm ... 

marah = mad     senang = happy     terkejut = surprised  

   sedih = sad     malu = shy     bingung = confused    

 mengantuk = sleepy     pintar = smart     iri = jealous    

 takut = afraid     kenyang = full     bijaksana = 

thoughtful 

musim = season 

musim-musim = seasons 

musim gugur = autumn 

musim dingin = winter 

musim semi = early spring 

musim bunga = late spring 

musim panas = summer 

 

5/6D & 5/6H 
Students are focusing on musim-musim (seasons) in 

Australia and Indonesia. 

  

The students will use previous language and ... 

Siapa namamu? = What's your name? 

Siapa nama Ibu? = What's your name ma'am? 

Siapa nama Bapak? = What's your name sir? 

Saya merasa ... = I feel ... 

baik = good     bagus = great     lapar = hungry     haus 

= thirsty     panas = hot     dingin = cold     sakit = sick 

Musim ini musim apa? = What season is it? 

Musim ini musim ... = This season is ... 

musim kemarau = dry season 

musim hujan = wet season 

 

Salam (Regards) 
Bu Hooper (Mrs Hooper) 
Guru Bahasa Indonesia (Indonesian 
teacher) 
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Each year, we want our students to tell us what they think. The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey 

offered by the Department of Education and Training. The survey assists schools in gaining an understanding of 

students’ perceptions and experience of school. 

Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child’s schooling experience. 

This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the next 2 weeks. The survey only takes 

20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child’s class time. 

Students from Year 4, 5 and 6 will participate in the survey. The children will complete the survey online during school 

hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. 

The survey results will be reported back to the school in Term 3. The Department has updated the survey for 2018 to 

include important new measures that are known to influence student engagement and performance. 
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