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27th March 

Last Day 
 of Term 1 

Tuesday 

14th April 

Day 1  

of Term 2 

Wednesday 

22nd April 

State Swimming Carnival 

Good Luck, Eliza! 

Friday 
24th April 

School  
ANZAC Commemoration 
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25th April 

ANZAC Day 

Puckapunyal Dawn Service 
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5th May 

School Council  

Meeting 

Monday 

11th May 
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Tuesday-

Thursday 
12th-14th May 

Years 3 & 5 
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19th May 
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Cross Country 
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***Have you heard your child read today? We encourage all students to practise their reading at home about 5 nights 

per week. Therefore, by now, most students should have read at least between 35-40 nights.  Well done if you have 

kept up!  

As with other years, we will conduct Family Chat Groups each term. 

On Monday 23rd March, the school will have the first Family Chat Group. 

The session will be held in the staffroom from 9:00am-10:00am. There will 

be cuppas and cake as well.  

The idea is for parents to chat with the Principal, Kevin Warne, Leading 

Teacher, Katie Hartland and D.S.M.s, Sue Ranger and Karen Sullivan, about 

the school, what we do at school, our kids, and various issues/topics. 

Sometimes it is just a good opportunity to chat about school in general. In the 

past, parents have brainstormed some ideas for sessions to cover throughout 

the year. Hopefully our parents will find them useful.  

Please come along to the first session even if just to say ‘hello’. 
 

Friday 27th March is the last day of the term. All students will be 

dismissed from school at 1:30 p.m. The students will only require a morning 

play lunch as they can have their lunch once they are home that day.  

 

We will not finish off the term with a 1:10 p.m. assembly as we normally do. 

Please read the letter sent to all families on Monday (repeated on page 3) in 

relation to the Coronavirus implications for our school. 

 

The last day of term will be an Out of Uniform Day. The SRC ask students to 

make a gold donation to participate in the Out of Uniform Day. The funds 

raised will go towards a charity to be determined by next week’s newsletter. 
 

There will not be any afternoon school buses available for our children on 

the last day of term. Good luck to all students and their families during the 

term break!  
 

 * The first day of Term 2 is Tuesday 14th  April, 2020 

(day after Easter Monday).* 
 

http://www.puckapunyalps.vic.edu.au/
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 Happy Birthday to Ashton 

Ogilvie, Chicayne Hodges-Page, 

Kaito Ryan, Brooklyn Sheridan, 

Lily Tippett, Logan Malik, Tori 

Swalue, Shelby Thompson and 

Cy Gill who are all having their 

birthdays this week. 

On behalf of the Puckapunyal 

Primary School Community, we 

wish them all a very Happy 

Birthday! 

 

Easter Raffle Fundraiser: Thank you to everyone 

who has returned sold raffle books and/or donated 

prizes for this fundraiser.  We always appreciate the 

support of our generous school community. Donations 

can be left at the office and there are always more 

tickets to sell!! (available from the office).  Tickets 

and money are due in next Thursday (26th). 

Ride2School: Well done to those students who took 

up the challenge to actively travel to school last 

Friday (National Ride2School Day).  Just over half of 

our students walked or rode which is an improvement 

on previous weeks.  Keep it up as a healthy habit or 

try it out today! 
 

Enjoy your week! 
 

Sue Ranger and Karen Sullivan 

ranger.susan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

sullivan.karen.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Defence School Mentors 
 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR REWARD 

UPDATE 
Keep up that positive behaviour! Some classes 

are converting their Dojo points into Golden 

Tickets and we just love to see students living 

out our school values. 

CURRENT SCORES 

Bradman - 480 points 

Chisholm - 468 points 

Hume - 360 points 

Melba – 267 points 

 

Each week at assembly, SRC representatives remind our 

students of a few important school rules.  

This week, SRC representatives Harley McCarthy and 

Hudson Watling reminded our students of a few rules 

to follow when wearing school uniform:  

-School jackets and school shirts with a school logo are 

the only tops that can be worn.  

-Only wear plain navy blue tracksuit pants or shorts. 

-School hats with a school logo are to be worn outside 

as of the 1st September to 1st April. 

-Sleepers, studs and watches are the only jewellery to be 

worn at school.  

-Only wear black, white, grey or navy blue socks. 
 

At assembly this week Caring was announced as 

our School Values of the week. That means 

teachers are looking for students who are 

demonstrating ‘Caring’ to be eligible for the 

Student of the Week award. We encourage 

parents to talk to their students about our values 

throughout the year. 
 

What is Caring? Year 5 student, Dimitri 

Corocher read out the meaning of Caring. 
 

‘Caring is paying attention to the things that 

matter to you.  You can care for yourself, for other 

people, for pets or for special things. When you 

care for something you treat it with respect and 

concern.’ 

 

 

  

***Canteen Lunches will not start until later 

in the year, when Coronavirus is no longer a 

threat in the community.***  

Thank you and well done to all families who 

chose to travel actively to school last Friday - 

Ride2School Day!  

 

We appreciate the effort made by all. Let’s try 

and come to school in active manner as much as 

possible regularly to help stay fit! 
 

mailto:ranger.susan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:sullivan.karen.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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In light of the Coronavirus threat (COVID-19) there are implications for our school. As a school, we are endeavouring 

to remind students, staff and families that it is our collective responsibility not to pass any germs to each other.  

 

Hygiene 

- Make sure we’re washing our hands frequently throughout the day for 20 seconds at time, using soap. Let’s 

encourage others to ‘do the right thing and wash our hands properly’. 

- If we’re sneezing or coughing, use tissues and then put them in the bin. Let’s also use our elbow/shoulder and 

not our hands. We all should wash our hands after sneezing and coughing. 

- If your child is feeling sick (sore throat, cough, or any other cold/flu symptoms), then your child shouldn’t be at 

school. We will also keep staff away who have the same symptoms. 

- We’re supposed to be trying not to touch our faces because the virus can get into our system through our eyes, 

nose, mouth, etc. 

- If anyone has had any close contact with someone who is suspected to have COVID-19, please advise the 

school and self-isolate at home until the results are known. 

- We are encouraging staff and students to try and stay 1.5m apart to stop the spread of the virus (difficult, we 

know!); that is, no handshakes, high 5’s, hugging, touching, tagging, etc. 

 

Classrooms 

- At this stage, classes will occur as normal. If the Department of Education makes any decision to close public 

schools, the school will endeavour to organise advice for families on how to help their children practise reading, 

writing, etc (see page 4). 

- Teachers will ensure that students are washing hands and using hand sanitiser frequently throughout the school 

day. 

 

School Canteen/Food 

- We will not open our school canteen until later in the year, when everything settles down. 

- We will also stop selling icy cups until later in the year. 

- Until further notice, cupcakes and cakes to be shared for birthdays or special events must cease at school.  

 

Excursions, Camps and Assemblies 

- Monday’s assembly was the last assembly until further notice (that also means, next week’s Visiting Artist will 

be re-scheduled for much later in the year). 

- We will not have any school excursions until it is safe to do so (that means, next week’s Puckapunyal Easter 

Chapel visit is cancelled). 

-  We currently have 2 school camps organised – Years 3/4 Ballarat Camp (17th June to 19th June) and Years 5/6 

(5th August to 7th August). While it seems a long way off, we will keep in contact with the camps and keep 

families informed about the likelihood of them going ahead. 

 

When there is any further advice or directives from the Department of Education or Puckapunyal Base 

Management, we will pass it on to families. We all have to do what we can to stop the spread of the COVID-19 

germs. Let’s all work together. 

 

With ongoing developments around the Coronavirus, we remind all families that general information about the 

virus and the Department of Education’s response can be found at: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 

 

For more specific advice, please email the Department of Education’s Health Advice email address 

health.advice@edumail.vic.gov.au  Queries to this email address are responded to by health experts who can 

provide a response in a timely manner.                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
mailto:health.advice@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Suggested Educational Activities for “Academic Time” at Home 
If your child is away from school, below are some ideas for families to help with their child’s learning before coming 

back to school. 

 Daily reading practice: Students reading books from school or home that match current reading abilities. Filling in 

their school diary and completing a reading comment. 

 Being Read to: Adults reading favourite stories to students. 

 Journal writing:  Students write about their day or special event. 

 Creative Writing: For ideas for creative writing, search “Writing ideas for kids”. They could write and illustrate 

mini-books. 

 Practise sight words: If you do not have any lists, search “sight word lists” or “magic 100 words” and select the 

year or appropriate level for your child.  Students can practise these by making cards and playing Snap or Memory, 

writing them with water on concrete or in the sandpit and by saying them to a parent. 

 Handwriting: search “Victorian Cursive Handwriting” for worksheets. 

 Numeracy: For younger students, counting forwards and backwards (to 10, 20, 50 or 100 – whichever reflects their 

current point of need) is great practice.  There are some terrific YouTube clips to support this (search “Jack 

Hartmann”).  Older students can practise counting by 2s, 5s, 10s etc. along with times tables.  Other sources that 

address specific concepts (such as addition, subtraction) include the Khan Academy and homeschoolmath.net. The 

Department of Education’s NUMERACY PORTAL has ‘At Home Tasks’ that can be accessed. 

 Other Numeracy Ideas: Practising doubles using dice games, creating patterns and shapes with numbers, etc 

 Goodger Maths Books: Students in Years 3-6 could continue with Goodger Maths Program at home. 

 Times Tables: Students could practise their times tables. They could also time themselves with ‘Tables Quiz’ 

sheets from school (also printed in earlier newsletter). 

 School’s Website: Has direct links to other Literacy and Numeracy websites. 

 Art/Craft Ideas for Home: Google ideas show many websites – eg. Kidspot, Red Ted Art, The Imagination Tree, 

Pinterest etc. 

 Indonesian: Practice Indonesian words in each newsletter. 

 Other online educational resources can be found at: BBC Learning, Futurelearn, Ted Ed (educational videos), 

National Geographic Kids, Mystery Science, The kids should see this (educational videos), Toy Theater 

(Educational online games), Cool Australia 

 Apps recommended by the school are listed on our website (“In the classroom/technology and 

devices/Educational apps”). 

 Fitness: Creating fitness activities in the backyard, Cosmic Yoga (indoor yoga on YouTube), Fluency Fitness (free 

website), etc. 

 Small Project Work: Using the internet or books to research 5-10 facts about interesting topics. Eg. Dinosaurs, 

Trains, Different Countries, Unicorns, etc. 

 Your child could continue with set tasks for online “Essential Assessment” if they have their login details. 

 A number of online educational organisations are offering free/limited membership to assist with “at home 

educational activities”: 

- Scholastic: free online courses through their “Learn at Home” website. Currently there are five days’ worth of 

content with an additional 15 days on the way. 

- Twinkl: one month Ultimate Membership for free.  Go to www.twinkl.com.uk/offer and enter the code 

AUSTRCODE 

- Teachers Pay Teachers: Free reading passages for 3rd-5th grade 

 Other Activities such as cooking, learning how to play a game, playing cards, making a family newsletter, planning 

a menu, performing a concert for family, building indoor cubby huts, making plays, learning dances, playing 

charades, using socks as puppets, gardening etc. have different educational elements that benefit all students. 

*** Below is a website with a full list of Education Companies offering free subscriptions: 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkidsactivitiesblog.com%2F135609%2Flist-of-
education-companies-offering-free-
subscriptions%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cwarne.kevin.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cbd5adac27afc40aed3f908d7cabd5
bd9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637200786964476184&amp;sdata=ycFFGJLUFDEuW6OX4
AS2jBRxsQmpLL%2FT6E0ehInIi20%3D&amp;reserved=0 
 

http://www.twinkl.com.uk/offer
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkidsactivitiesblog.com%2F135609%2Flist-of-education-companies-offering-free-subscriptions%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cwarne.kevin.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cbd5adac27afc40aed3f908d7cabd5bd9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637200786964476184&amp;sdata=ycFFGJLUFDEuW6OX4AS2jBRxsQmpLL%2FT6E0ehInIi20%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkidsactivitiesblog.com%2F135609%2Flist-of-education-companies-offering-free-subscriptions%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cwarne.kevin.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cbd5adac27afc40aed3f908d7cabd5bd9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637200786964476184&amp;sdata=ycFFGJLUFDEuW6OX4AS2jBRxsQmpLL%2FT6E0ehInIi20%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkidsactivitiesblog.com%2F135609%2Flist-of-education-companies-offering-free-subscriptions%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cwarne.kevin.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cbd5adac27afc40aed3f908d7cabd5bd9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637200786964476184&amp;sdata=ycFFGJLUFDEuW6OX4AS2jBRxsQmpLL%2FT6E0ehInIi20%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkidsactivitiesblog.com%2F135609%2Flist-of-education-companies-offering-free-subscriptions%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cwarne.kevin.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cbd5adac27afc40aed3f908d7cabd5bd9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637200786964476184&amp;sdata=ycFFGJLUFDEuW6OX4AS2jBRxsQmpLL%2FT6E0ehInIi20%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkidsactivitiesblog.com%2F135609%2Flist-of-education-companies-offering-free-subscriptions%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cwarne.kevin.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cbd5adac27afc40aed3f908d7cabd5bd9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637200786964476184&amp;sdata=ycFFGJLUFDEuW6OX4AS2jBRxsQmpLL%2FT6E0ehInIi20%3D&amp;reserved=0
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           Possible Example of Daily Schedule for Students at Home 
 

**The schedule below is only for people who think it would be useful.** 

 
Before 9am Wake Up Eat breakfast, make your bed, get dressed, 

put pj’s in the laundry 

9am-10am Morning Walk Family walk with the dog or play in the 

backyard 

10am-11am Academic Time See suggested Educational Activities on 

page 4 

11am-12noon Creative Time Lego, drawing, art/craft, play music, cook, 

etc 

12noon Lunch  

12.30-1pm Chore Time Possible suggestions: 

-wipe down all kitchen table and chairs 

-wipe all door handles, light switches and 

desk tops 

-wipe sinks and toilets 

1pm-2pm Quiet Time Reading, puzzles, etc 

2pm-4pm Academic Time See suggested Educational Activities on 

page 4 

4pm-5pm Afternoon Fresh Air Bike Riding, walk the dog, play outside, 

etc 

5pm-6pm Dinner  

6pm-8pm Free TV Time Showers 

8pm Bed Time  
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Congratulations to the following students who 

were ‘Authors of the Week’ for last week. 

Winners – Ben Turvey, Kai Penola, Leela (3/4B), 

Henry Owen, Ethan Rogers, Lily Ferrari, 

Bradley Kitchin, Layne Chalson, Monique 

Allison, Benny McCarthy and Hendrik Becks. 

The students were selected because they showed 

great skills as an author. 
    

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students who were 

‘Students of the Week’ for last week. Winners – 

Chase Warland, Tori Swalue, Torrey Murphy, 

Nova Miller, Axton Hoskin, Zayk Muller, Zoe 

Becks, Isabella Chambers, Aysa Crawley, 

Melhoney Pambai and Max Allen. These students 

were selected because they were modelling 

‘Kindness.’ This week teachers are looking for 

students who are modelling ‘Caring.’ 

 

 

1/2 I in Room 3 won the 

Yard Duty Competition. 
Ethan Rogers and Ebony Hogan 

enjoyed collecting the winning 

trophy for their classroom this 

week!  

Congratulations to Marcus Nuttall, 

Grace Wright, Eva Naunton and 

Tyler Sage who all won the raffle 

prizes for ‘Positive Behaviour’ 
this week!  

3/4 I in Room 13 won 

the Middle School 

Times Tables 

Trophy. Charlie Bunt 

and Marcus Nuttall were 

happy to grab the winning 

trophy this week! 
 

5/6 M in Room 1 won the 

Senior School Times 

Tables Trophy.  
Lily Tippett and Charlotte 

Davies will take care of the 

winning trophy this week! 
 

Did you hear Savannah Warland 

from 1/2 C read at assembly this 

week? We did! She did a great job 

reading to the audience. Come 

along and see who reads next 

week. 



7 

‘Striving for Excellence’ 

Open since 1887 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Each week in the newsletter, we will give families a summary of the Teaching/Learning Focus for the week.  

That can help families by: being aware of what classrooms are covering; with discussion topics at the dinner table when 

discussing school (eg. ‘How are you going with addition in Numeracy this week?’); helping their children study at home, 

etc. Parents have indicated that this information would be very useful. We also ask families to be aware that schools are 

very busy places and events can be unpredictable at times. We therefore must remain flexible. That means, we can plan to 

cover certain topics at particular times and have to change them according to arising needs. 

Junior School - Preps/Foundation Rooms 6 & 8 
Literacy:  We are working on the letters ‘p and c’. We are learning about using finger spaces in our writing and 

remembering to put a full stop at the end of our sentences.   

Numeracy: We are exploring the numbers 7 and 8 through the use of varied concrete materials to aid in visualising what 

these numbers look like. 

 

Junior School - Year 1 Rooms 3, 4, & 9 
Literacy: .We are revising the letters ‘p and c’. We are learning about capital letters and full stops. We are also learning 

about the structure of recount writing and nouns. 

Numeracy:  We are revising addition, as well as practice of 100s chart with patterns and counting forwards and 

backwards. 

 

Junior School - Year 2 Rooms 3, 4, & 9 
Literacy:  We are working on questioning, comprehension and reading with fluency and expression. 

Numeracy:  We are skip counting as well as playing addition and subtraction games. We are creating and solving simple 

addition and subtraction problems with numbers that are suitable to student’s range of understanding. We are also 

investigating patterns on a number board beginning at different points going forwards and backwards. 

Middle School - Years 3/4 Rooms 10, 11 & 13                                                      
Literacy: Over the next two weeks in reading we will be focusing on extracting the main idea from a text. In writing we 

will be working on persuasive writing, with the main aim of publishing our own piece of writing.                               

Numeracy: We will be working on graphs, grid references and revision of measurement.   

Senior School - Years 5/6 Rooms 1 & 2 
Literacy: Over the next two weeks in reading, we will be looking at language in an exposition such as high modality 

words and evaluative language. In writing, we are learning the correct structure of a paragraph and how to use facts and 

statistics to support our arguments.  

Numeracy: We will are working on order of operation.  
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Foundation 
Good day = Selamat siang 

Here = Ada 

Not here = Tidak ada 

How are you? = Apa kabar? 

Not good = Kurang baik 

My name is ... Nama saya ... 

Date = Tanggal 

See you later = Sampai jumpa 

 

Grade 1/2 
Good morning = Selamat pagi 

Here = Ada 

Not here = Tidak ada 

How are you? = Apa kabar? 

Healthy = Sehat (for grade 1) 

Tired = Capai (for grade 2) 

My name is = Nama saya ... 

See you later = Sampai jumpa 

 

Grade 3/4 
Good morning = Selamat pagi 

Who's here/not here? = Siapa ada/tidak ada? 

Here/Not here = Ada/Tidak ada 

How are you? = Apa kabar? 

I'm ... = Saya ... 

happy = 

senang 
tired = cape 

scared = 

takut 

embarrassed = 

malu 

angry = 

marah 

confused = 

bingung 

excited = 

senang 

sekali 

worried = 

khwatir 

What is your name? = Siapa nama kamu? 

My name is = Nama saya ... 

See you later = Sampai jumpa 

 

Grade 5/6 
Good morning/day = Selamat pagi/siang  

Hai = Hi 

Selamat datang = Welcome 

Who's here/not here? = Siapa ada/tidak ada? 

Here/Not here = Ada/Tidak ada 

How are you today? = Apa kabar hari ini? 

Today, I feel ... = Hari ini, saya merasa ... 

hot = panas 
surprised = 

kaget 
sick = sakit 

nervous = 

gugup 

upset = sakit 

hati 
sad = sedih 

annoyed 

= jengkel 

proud = 

bangga 

disappointed = 

kecewa 

hungry = 

lapar 

thirsty = 

haus 

cold = 

dingin 

What is your name? = Siapa nama kamu? 

My name is = Nama saya ... 

My name is ___, but call me ... = Nama saya ____, tetapi 

panggil saya ... 

See you later = Sampai jumpai 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salam (Regards) 

Bu Hooper (Mrs Hooper) 

Guru Bahasa Indonesia (Indonesian teacher) 
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Eastern Lowland Gorillas are on the brink of extinction.  
You can help protect gorillas in Africa simply by donating your mobile 
phone 
 
Your mobile phone may contain a mineral called Coltan.  Coltan is mined in locations including critical 
habitat for Eastern Lowland Gorillas in Central Africa. 
 

Puckapunyal Primary School has registered as a collection point for the recycling of old phones.  We 
accept all smart phones, mobile phones, tablets and associated accessories such as chargers.   
Our collection tub is on the table outside the school office. 
 
5 Phones = a life-saving dose of antibiotics for an ill baby gorilla 
10 phones = petrol needed for the Gorilla Doctors to reach the forest to monitor the health of gorillas 
50 phones = anaesthetic to help provide veterinary care to an injured or ill gorilla. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

‘Striving for Excellence’ 

Open since 1887 

 



11 

‘Striving for Excellence’ 

Open since 1887 

 

 

 

 

 


