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Term 2 Issue 5  

May 13th 2020 
 

 

 

As we all are aware, yesterday, the State Government announced several changes that will impact 

our school for the remainder of Term 2. Please take note of the following: 

 

*All staff will be back at school on Monday 25th May for a Pupil Free Day (No students are expected at 

school on that day). 

*Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2 students will return to school on Tuesday 26th May. 

*Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 students will return to school on Tuesday 9th June (they will continue with remote 

learning from home until then). 

*If families decide not to allow their children to return to school from the set dates, remote learning 

options will only be provided for students who have medical reasons for not returning. 

*Students who have already been attending school this term (because there have been no adults at home to 

support remote learning) can continue to do so (except on the Pupil Free Day). 

*Schools will be provided with extra cleaning funds to ensure that all areas of the school will be cleaned 

throughout each day (including play equipment). We will continue to encourage all students and staff to 

wash their hands and use hand sanitiser regularly. 

*All staff at the school have to follow social distancing rules from each other and other adults. 

*There will be no social distancing rules for students. They are allowed to return to normal. Class sizes and 

the general classroom set up will continue in the normal way. 

*Parents or adults other than staff are not allowed to enter the school grounds. All communication with the 

school can be done via telephone calls, class dojo and emails. We need to avoid any clustering of adults in 

or close to our school. There will be staggered drop-offs and pick-ups (more information to come).  

*There will be no camps, excursions, assemblies or sporting events for the remainder of Term 2. 

*Students are only to drink from their own water bottles and not school taps for the remainder of the term 

(please ensure your child has a drink bottle each day). 

*Students and staff who are ill or showing any cold/flu like symptoms, regardless of how minor, are not to 

attend school under any circumstances. 

Please Note: The State Government Media release is printed on page 11. There will be more information 

to come. Stay tuned. 

http://www.puckapunyalps.vic.edu.au/
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Happy Birthday to Axel Hooper, Myla Freeman, 

Indigo Hogan, Charlotte Davies, William Allen, 

Lilliana Ferrari and Evie Birks who are all having 

their birthdays this week. 

On behalf of the Puckapunyal Primary School 

Community, we wish them all a very Happy Birthday! 

 

This week’s challenge is brought to you by Evie Birks, who has been starring in our weekly Lego 

Challenges.  She wants you to make some form of transport: “planes, trains and automobiles”!  Maybe 

you could combine them all and have a flying car with lots of carriages full of ??? We can’t wait to see your 

creations – just email photos to us at puckapunyal.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

** Lego Masters is back on TV which may provide inspiration!** 
 

Well done everyone for your efforts with learning from 

home and the considerable challenges that accompany 

this.  Let us know of any issues and we will work 

through them together. 

Little bag of smiles: Keep a lookout over the next week 

or so for your delivery of a “Little Bag of Smiles”.  Mrs 

Ranger and Mrs Sullivan will be delivering these to your 

homes: they contain some small items to make you 

smile.  Please smile when you see us! 

Stay happy and healthy. 
 

Sue Ranger and Karen Sullivan 

ranger.susan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

sullivan.karen.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Defence School Mentors 
 

We are also aware that the PDNC through Lego Club, have 

weekly competitions too. See page 8. Good luck kids!  

Do you like this vehicle with a cupcake making machine 

made by Evie Birks?  That’s 3 weeks in a row that Evie has sent 

in one of her designs. Well done, Evie! 

Defence family members can register to receive a choice of age-appropriate packs that will be delivered to 

homes.  Stocks are limited to register early.                                                                   

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/an-adf-families-treat-family-fun-pack-puckapunyal-tickets-

104281424548?aff=efbevent 

 

In previous newsletters we have listed other educational opportunities for students working remotely at 

home. 
 

For instance: Toy Theater is a collection of interactive educational games for primary aged children. 

They are all free and are designed to work on computers, tablets and mobile devices. Add Toy Theater to 

your teaching toolbox. 

https://toytheater.com/ 

https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/ 

The above site has a wide range of free resources, as well as low cost ones, that can be printed out.  From 

colouring and paper craft to games and calendars, they have been thoughtfully created to enhance social and 

emotional intelligence. 
 

puckapunyal.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:ranger.susan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:sullivan.karen.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/an-adf-families-treat-family-fun-pack-puckapunyal-tickets-104281424548?aff=efbevent
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/an-adf-families-treat-family-fun-pack-puckapunyal-tickets-104281424548?aff=efbevent
https://toytheater.com/
https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/
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Puppy Problems by Lucy Reimers 3/4I 

 

Honey and Bronte, two labradors, were walking together, squeezing as close to each other as they could. They 

had been dumped in a box on the side of the side of the road, and they were scared. They were also only eight 

weeks old. 

 

 The first rays of sun were soon breaking through the clouds and lighting up the dew on the grass like hundreds 

of tiny diamonds. Honey broke into a gallop. Bronte followed suit. They both ran and chased their tails for a 

minute, until. . . 

 

. . . ‘‘Yowl!’’ there was an ear - splitting screech. Honey and Bronte both stopped in their tracks. Bronte looked 

up, gave a small whimper, and shot off. Honey didn't need to look up. She ran off after Bronte, as their two 

worst enemies was standing on the wall in front of them. Spikes the cat was hissing and spitting, and Prickles, 

another cat, was chasing them. The two puppies howled in terror and fright.  

 

Just then, a tinkly cat ball dropped out of the sky. Prickles stopped to play with it. That gave Honey and Bronte 

more time to run away. Spikes flung himself down from the branch of a tree and hurtled towards the dogs. 

“Howl!’’ another dog was coming! Honey and Bronte looked up to see the silhouette of a dog leaping over 

them. The two puppies didn’t know it, but it was Cleopatra, the super dog! She bit the two cats’ tails, and swung 

them around in her mouth. The cats flew over the trees and into a prickle bush. ‘‘Do you want to come and live 

with me?’’ she barked to Honey and Bronte, ‘‘I have plenty of food and I can keep you safe.’’ Of course, the 

puppies agreed to that. As for the cats, they had learnt a very big lesson.     

 

MADDY BUCKLEY’S FAVOURITE THINGS TO DO WHILE IN 

ISOLATION.  

1. Playing with the camels (yes, real ones!): Nebula, Gamora, Nessy 

and Snow 

2. Riding on the Hilux and collecting firewood  

3. Planting vegetable and herb seedlings. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know that exercise is great 

for our physical and 

psychological health but it can 

be challenging in these times.  

To help, check out 

https://exerciseright.com.au/ 

which provides a range of 

resources, including free 

workout videos on their 

“exercise right at home” link.  

While the days are still warm, why 

not get out and enjoy some of the 
beautiful walking/exercise 

spots in our area.  There’s 

Puckapunyal’s environmental trail, 

Seymour’s Light Horse Park and 

River walks, the Rail Trail 

beginning at Tallarook and so much 

more.  This is certainly an 

opportune time to explore these 

places. Enjoy! 

https://exerciseright.com.au/
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As you are aware, each assembly, Aysa 

Crawley and Owen Brown take it in turns 

to finish off the session with a few jokes.  

Aysa has sent in a couple of jokes for this 

week’s newsletter: 

 

What did the beach say to the tide 

when it came in?? 

Long time, no sea! 

 

What did the nose say to the finger? 

Quit picking on me! 
 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/movie-reviews 

With children at home every day, this site may prove 

helpful.  It provides extensive information on movies, 

including ratings, age suitability, what to watch out for, 

an outline of the story, content that may disturb children 

and more.  
 

This recipe for chicken strips or nuggets is absolutely delicious and much healthier than commercial 

alternatives.  The strips are amazing in wraps with your favourite salad ingredients, cheese and mayonnaise.  The 

nuggets are super yummy with the dipping sauce.  Enjoy!! 

 

Chicken strips/nuggets 

6 chicken thigh fillets 

½ cup plain flour 

1 tablespoon chicken seasoning 

2 eggs 

1 ½ cups dry breadcrumbs 

Oil, for frying 

 

Cut the chicken into strips or cubes and combine with the flour and seasoning in a plastic bag.  Shake until the 

chicken is evenly coated, then remove chicken. Dip the chicken into the beaten eggs, then put them in a clean plastic 

bag with the breadcrumbs. Shake to coat. (Work with a few strips at a time). Fry in a pan with a little oil until golden 

brown.  

 

Dipping Sauce 

1 cup pineapple juice 

3 tablespoons of white wine vinegar (white vinegar is an acceptable substitute) 

2 teaspoons soy sauce 

2 tablespoons brown sugar 

2 tablespoons tomato sauce 

1 tablespoon cornflour 

1 tablespoon water 

 

Combine all ingredients except cornflour and water in a small pan. Heat and stir until the sugar has dissolved. 

Combine cornflour and water in a small bowl, stirring until smooth.  Add to the pan and cook, stirring constantly 

until the mixture boils and thickens.  Simmer for 2 minutes. 
 

Don’t let the cooler weather discourage 

you from trying the active travel 

challenge.  Walking or riding three 

kilometres is the same distance as going to 

the top (and down again!) of the Eiffel 

Tower in a criss-cross pattern.  If you 

haven’t ridden a bike for a very long time 

or are still learning, maybe try 324 metres; 

the height of the Eiffel Tower.  That’s also 

less than one lap of an oval. 

https://s23705.pcdn.co/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/Active-Travel-

Challenge-v3_04.pdf 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiR7__10NrgAhXPZSsKHda2CkIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://depositphotos.com/13982533/stock-illustration-cartoon-comedian.html&psig=AOvVaw025FYok2LVm7fbtnP7LdWr&ust=1551312785544541
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/movie-reviews
https://s23705.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Active-Travel-Challenge-v3_04.pdf
https://s23705.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Active-Travel-Challenge-v3_04.pdf
https://s23705.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Active-Travel-Challenge-v3_04.pdf


5 

‘Striving for Excellence’ 

Open since 1887 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week, the Year 3/4s have been practising to recognise equivalent fractions. One of the challenges for them was 

to create a ‘fraction wall’. A fraction wall is a visual representation to help students learn, compare and identify 

fractions. Check out some clever students who used lego, play doh and paper to create their fraction walls at home. 
 

Open Arms 
Open Arms provides mental health and wellbeing support for current and ex-serving 

Australian Defence Force personnel and their families.  Their support includes programs, 

workshops, advice, resources and counselling. 

(www.openarms.gov.au) 

 

Beyond Blue 
A range of supports available for all Australians with loads of information and services on 

wide-ranging subjects to support our wellbeing. 

(www.beyondblue.org.au) 

 

Head and Heart Mindfulness  
On this blog there are great ideas for adults on how to deal with COVID -19 creating 

anxious children: (https://www.headandheartmindfulness.com.au/blog-

items/covid19anxiouskids) 

 
 

Katara Govey-Haysom 

  

Alex Bertram 

  

Hunter Watling 

 

Nate Short 

  

Isabella Young 

  

Alex Morton 

  

Oliver Maus 

  

Indigo Hogan 

  

Bradley Kitchin 

  

Harvey Birks 

  Gemma Koch 

  

www.openarms.gov.au
www.beyondblue.org.au
https://www.headandheartmindfulness.com.au/blog-items/covid19anxiouskids
https://www.headandheartmindfulness.com.au/blog-items/covid19anxiouskids
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Dear 5/6 families, 

 

As you may know, this week we trialled a running a virtual classroom using Google Meets.  What a great 

success it was! The teachers were so excited to see so many smiling faces, and were amazed at how well the 

students followed the agreed protocols.  

 

Due to this success, we are looking to expand this program by offering daily, timetabled sessions for the 

remaining period of remote learning (until 9th June). Beginning this Friday, the sessions will run weekly as 

follows: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are aware that these sessions clash with the suggested timetable we made available in week 2, and have 

made adjustments for weeks 6 onward. We will post this amended timetable to the stream at the end of this 

week.  Please also consult the Google Classroom stream if you need to re-access the more detailed joining 

instructions provided last week.  

 

Please note: Attendance for the above sessions is strictly optional and we would like to reassure parents that 

teachers are still available through the regular channels of communication should there be any questions or 

concerns. 

 

Regards, 

Kahlia Evans, Damien Humphrey and Laura Mundy                                                                                                

Years 5-6 teachers  

Day and 

time  

Mondays 

9:15 am- 10:00am 

(approx.) 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays 

and Thursdays 

1:30pm – 2:00pm 

Fridays 

2:50- 3:30 

Purpose Teachers will model and 

explain the learning tasks 

for the week and invite 

general comments from 

students.  

Teachers will be available 

for a 30-minute window 

to answer any student 

enquires. Students are 

invited to log on during 

this time if they have any 

questions about the set 

work.  

Friday Fun-day! Teachers 

will involve students in a 

fun activity to conclude the 

week and will facilitate a 

friendly chat amongst 

students. Information will 

be posted in the Google 

stream each Wednesday 

letting students know what 

will be involved and how 

they can prepare for this 

meeting. 

How?  Click on the video icon that appears in the ‘Classwork’ tab just before the start time 

of the session you wish to join.  
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From this Thursday you will also be able to borrow 

the Edison Robot.  They can be programmed by 

scanning the barcodes on the provided mat or using 

Edblocks/EdScratch on the computer.  This robot is 

very hardy, compatable with lego and suitable for 

all ages.  Please let me know if you would like more 

information or to adopt one for the weekend.  

Sullivan.karen.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

Melbourne Victory football (soccer) club (If you are 

at all interested in soccer, check this out!!) 
Check out the link below for “Kick it with Victory”, an online train-at-home platform for Victorian 

students.  There’s training videos (three levels: beginning, intermediate and advanced), competitions, 

online activities and tips to stay active.  Click on “Week 1” if you haven’t started with this program.  

“Week 2” should have content uploaded now too.  You just need a bit of space, sneakers and a soccer ball 

to start. It’s great fun!! 

https://gomvfc.com.au/mvfc-online-training/ 
 

***Have you heard your child read today? We encourage all students to practise their reading at home about 5 

nights per week (even more so while in isolation). Therefore, by now, most students should have read at least 

between 70-75 nights.  Well done if you have kept up!  

Sullivan.karen.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://gomvfc.com.au/mvfc-online-training/
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We do hope that our wonderful 

mums had a terrific Mothers’ Day 

on Sunday.  
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