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Term 2 Issue 6  

May 20th 2020 
 

 

 

As we all are aware, last week, the State Government announced several changes that will impact 

our school for the remainder of Term 2. Please take note of the following: 

*All staff will be back at school on Monday 25th May for a Pupil Free Day (No students are expected at school on 

that day). 

*Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2 students will return to school on Tuesday 26th May. 

*Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 students will return to school on Tuesday 9th June (they will continue with remote learning from 

home until then). 

*If families decide not to allow their children to return to school from the set dates, remote learning options will 

only be provided for students who have medical reasons for not returning. 

*Students who have already been attending school this term (because there have been no adults at home to support 

remote learning) can continue to do so (except on the Pupil Free Day). 

*Schools will be provided with extra cleaning funds to ensure that all areas of the school will be cleaned 

throughout each day (including play equipment). We will continue to encourage all students and staff to wash their 

hands and use hand sanitiser regularly. 

*All staff at the school have to follow social distancing rules from each other and other adults. 

*There will be no social distancing rules for students. They are allowed to return to normal. Class sizes and the 

general classroom set up will continue in the normal way. 

*Parents or adults other than staff are encouraged not to enter the school grounds. All communication with the 

school can be done via telephone calls, ClassDojo and emails. We need to avoid any clustering of adults in or close 

to our school. From Tuesday 26th May, we will encourage our students to use designated gates for the rest of Term 

2 (see email sent to families on Monday).  

*There will be no camps, excursions, assemblies or sporting events for the remainder of Term 2. Several of our 

senior students will put together a short, weekly video to replicate our assemblies and send to families every 

Monday. This week’s video is on our facebook page. It’s a hoot! 

*Students are only to drink from their own water bottles and not school taps for the remainder of the term (please 

ensure your child has a full drink bottle at the beginning of each day). 

*Students and staff who are ill or showing any cold/flu like symptoms, regardless of how minor, are not to attend 

school under any circumstances. They must remain home and seek medical advice. If your child is at school and is 

displaying any symptoms of illness, we will require family support for your child to be collected as soon as 

possible. This may require the support of your family’s emergency contacts already registered at school. 

**Please Read the email that came to all families on Monday. A copy is also on our school website.** 

http://www.puckapunyalps.vic.edu.au/
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Happy Birthday to Harrison Wright and 

Savanah Naunton who are both having their 

birthdays this week. 

On behalf of the Puckapunyal Primary School 

Community, we wish them both a very Happy 

Birthday! 

 

This week’s challenge is brought to you by the Puckapunyal Primary School staff who love food!  So we 

want you to make your favourite food out of Lego blocks.  Will it be pizza, or a ham and cheese sandwich or 

some delicious brussel sprouts?   We can’t wait to see your creations – just email photos to us at 

puckapunyal.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. 
 

** Lego Masters had their grand final episode on TV which was amazing!** 
 

We are looking forward to seeing Foundation, Grade 1 and 

Grade 2 students next week.  We know that returning to 

school and also remaining at home (Grades 3-6) provides 

challenges for everyone.  Let us know of any issues and we 

will support you. 

Little bag of smiles: Keep a lookout for your delivery of a 

“Little Bag of Smiles”.  Mrs Ranger and Mrs Sullivan 

continue delivering these to your homes: they contain some 

small items to make you smile.  Please smile when you see 

us! 

Stay happy and healthy. 
 

Sue Ranger and Karen Sullivan 

ranger.susan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

sullivan.karen.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Defence School Mentors 
 

We are also aware that the 

PDNC through Lego Club, 

have weekly competitions too. 

See page 7. Good luck kids!  

In previous newsletters we have listed other educational opportunities for students working remotely at 

home. 
 

For instance: Mystery Science offers open and go lessons that inspire kids to love science. The hook, 

visuals, and activity have all been prepared for you. 

https://mysteryscience.com/ 

https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/ 

The above site has a wide range of free resources, as well as low cost ones, that can be printed out.  From 

colouring and paper craft to games and calendars, they have been thoughtfully created to enhance social and 

emotional intelligence. 
 

***Have you heard your child read today? We encourage all students to practise their reading at home about 5 

nights per week (even more so while in isolation). Therefore, by now, most students should have read at least 

between 75-80 nights.  Well done if you have kept up!  

TV Lego 

Masters 

Champions!  

puckapunyal.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:ranger.susan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:sullivan.karen.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://mysteryscience.com/
https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/
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DEAN and TYSON BIRRELL’S FAVOURITE THINGS TO DO 

WHILE IN ISOLATION.  

 A front yard makeover: digging postholes and painting pickets for a 

new fence (and mowing the lawn when it needs it!). A “Front yard 

Blitz”! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know that exercise is great for our 

physical and psychological health but 

it can be challenging in these times.  

To help, check out 

https://exerciseright.com.au/ which 

provides a range of resources, 

including free workout videos on their 

“exercise right at home” link.  

At our Virtual Assembly this week Enthusiasm was announced as our School Value of the week.  

We encourage parents to talk to their students about our values throughout the year. 
 

What is Enthusiasm? Year 6 student, Dallas Ridl-Ornsby read out the meaning of Enthusiasm. 
 

‘Enthusiasm is doing things with zest and excitement.  It is really looking forward to something.  Enthusiasm 

comes from having a positive attitude about the things you do. You can be enthusiastic about making your bed, 

going on a holiday or feeding the dog.  It is being cheerful and giving your best to whatever you do. Enthusiasm 

makes boring things fun.’ 
 

The school would like to offer an opportunity for parents 

to borrow some great books. 

The school has purchased 5 copies of the following 2 

books by Dr Michael Carr-Gregg (leading Child 

Psychologist): 

1. Strictly Parenting 

2. The Prince Boofhead  

Syndrome 
 

The school recommends these  

books as great reads (please  

google for reviews). The aim is  

to help parents dealing with the  

daily grind of parenting.  

 
 

 

***Because Monday 25th May is a Pupil 

Free Day, students are not expected at 

school that day.*** 

https://exerciseright.com.au/
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As you are aware, each assembly, Aysa 

Crawley and Owen Brown take it in turns 

to finish off the session with a few jokes.  

Aysa has sent in a couple of jokes for this 

week’s newsletter: 

 
On the first day of school, the teacher asked, 

“What are your parent’s names?”  

The student replied, “My father’s name is 

Laughing and my mother’s name is Smiling.” 

The teacher said, “Are you kidding?”  

The student said, “No, Kidding is my brother. I 

am joking.” 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/movie-reviews 

With children at home every day, this site may prove 

helpful.  It provides extensive information on movies, 

including ratings, age suitability, what to watch out for, 

an outline of the story, content that may disturb children 

and more.  
 

A couple of years ago the whole school made these muffins as part of our cooking program.  They were a 

hit and a favourite for many students! 

 

Ingredients 

1 zucchini, grated 

1 carrot, grated 

1 spring onion, finely chopped 

½ cup grated tasty cheese 

2 cups SR flour 

3 eggs 

¼ cup extra virgin olive oil 

1 cup plain yoghurt 

¼ cup honey 

2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley 

 

Instructions 

Preheat the oven to 180 degrees Celsius. Grease 2 muffin pans. (makes 16-18).  

Whisk eggs, oil, yoghurt and honey together.   

Mix in remaining ingredients.   

Divide evenly among holes of prepared pan.   

Bake for 15-20 minutes or until golden and just firm to the touch.   

Stand in pan for 5 minutes.   

Transfer to a wire rack to cool.   

Serve warm or cold. 
 

Don’t let the cooler weather discourage 

you from trying the active travel 

challenge.  Walking or riding three 

kilometres is the same distance as going to 

the top (and down again!) of the Eiffel 

Tower in a criss-cross pattern.  If you 

haven’t ridden a bike for a very long time 

or are still learning, maybe try 324 metres; 

the height of the Eiffel Tower.  That’s also 

less than one lap of an oval. 

https://s23705.pcdn.co/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/Active-Travel-

Challenge-v3_04.pdf 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiR7__10NrgAhXPZSsKHda2CkIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://depositphotos.com/13982533/stock-illustration-cartoon-comedian.html&psig=AOvVaw025FYok2LVm7fbtnP7LdWr&ust=1551312785544541
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/movie-reviews
https://s23705.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Active-Travel-Challenge-v3_04.pdf
https://s23705.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Active-Travel-Challenge-v3_04.pdf
https://s23705.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Active-Travel-Challenge-v3_04.pdf
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The 3/4 students have been learning about the Goldfields. One of their literacy tasks this week was to read a 

passage of writing about the Goldfields and identify all of the descriptive language used. They then had to visualise 

what they had read and convert that image into a detailed drawing. Their drawings were to match the text. How do you 

think they went? 

Here is the passage of writing: 

Looking out over the goldfields I can see a lot of light brown earth, with three short trees grouped together on the left.  

In front of the trees stands a small grey and white dog.  It seems to be barking at the black horse pulling an overloaded 

cart towards a rocky hill in the background.  Two people, a man and a woman, are sitting on the cart.  They are facing 

each other, probably talking about their chances of finding a large nugget.  Meanwhile, in the centre of my view, a 

muddy creek flows off towards the right.  Closest to me stands a bearded miner, stretching, after spending so much time 

bent over his cradle.  On the opposite side of the creek, to the right, three miners, in hats, pan for gold in the creek.  

Although it is a beautiful clear day, a dark cloud is moving towards me from the rocky hill.  Five galahs are flying off 

into the distance, away from other miners who are scattered over the goldfields as far as the eye can see. 
 

Ruth Reilly 

Torrey Murphy 

Mia Owen 

Lucie Wills 
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You can still borrow the Edison Robot.  They can 

be programmed by scanning the barcodes on the 

provided mat or using Edblocks/EdScratch on the 

computer.  This robot is very hardy, compatable 

with lego and suitable for all ages.  Please let me 

know if you would like more information or to 

adopt one for the weekend.  

Sullivan.karen.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

PBS Kids 
  

You watched PBS as a kid, and now your little ones can hop online with some of the same friends you 

remember, like Elmo and Curious George. Of course, there are new friends, too, such as Peg + Cat. Select 

games by character, difficulty level or latest available. The educational site also has a huge library of 

printables for your child to work on.  

 

Funbrain 
  

Kids from pre-school through to Year 8 will love Funbrain, a kids’ site that makes developing maths, 

reading and literacy skills fun. Check out games like Math Baseball and Grammar Gorillas. Kids can even 

read books on the go. 

 

4Kids.org 
Games, videos and so much more.  There’s also a “Cool Spots” section that provides a collection of 

terrific, online resources on a range of subjects. 

 
 

Sullivan.karen.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://pbskids.org/
https://www.funbrain.com/
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Dear Parents 

 

Thank you again for the ongoing support that you have provided your child and the teachers at this 

school during remote and flexible learning. It is amazing what has been achieved in a relatively 

short space of time.  

 

As always you will receive a report for your child outlining their progress in Semester 1, 2020 

against the Victorian Curriculum. The report may look different, however, as it is not possible to 

implement our standard report writing process.  

 

We have received advice from the Department of Education and Training regarding modifications 

to the Semester One reporting that takes into account the limitations on the ability of teachers to 

accurately assess student progress during the remote learning period. 

 

As a result of this advice, teachers at our school will:  

- not be providing a 5 point scale for curriculum areas (ie A to E) 

- be available for parents/carers and students to discuss the school report, although 

we would appreciate it if these were limited to occasions where parents/carers 

have concerns that they feel need to be addressed immediately. Other 

opportunities for feedback will arise in Term 3, 2020.  

 

The report comment on student achievement will be limited to: 
- a description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum F-10 taught 
- a succinct descriptive assessment of student learning achievement, based on the 

Achievement Standards in the Victorian Curriculum F-10 
- a comment on how the student has adjusted to the remote and flexible learning 

environment, with reference to the Personal and Social Capability curriculum. 
 
The end of Semester 2 report will have a more informed and accurate assessment of your child’s 

progress against the Victorian Curriculum.  

 

It is our intention to provide you with these reports at the completion of Semester 1, 2020. 

 

Thank you again for your support. 

 

Regards, 

 

Kevin Warne 

Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


