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Thank you to our Years 5/6 students (and Mr. Humphrey) for a very thoughtful
Remembrance Day Commemoration today at school. They did a great job in
difficult circumstances using ZOOM for all to see.
It is always lovely to be able to mark these special days with such respect within
our school and community. Thanks also to the families who joined us for the
service and the students who brought flowers.
MC’s Kyaana F and Owen B
with the other senior students
who helped conduct the school’s
commemoration.
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Student Reports to come
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Last Day of 2020

Many students placed flowers at
the school flagpole on the day.

At the same time, we thank our school captains, Rory K and Paige C for
attending the Seymour RSL Remembrance Day Service held at the gates of the
Seymour Hospital. Thank you, leaders.

‘Striving for Excellence’
Open since 1887

***Friday 13th November
is a Pupil Free Day.
Students are not expected
at school that day. Staff
will be working on end of
year student reports***
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Happy Birthday to
Savannah W, Alice N,
Matilda S, Maddison O,
Claire Mc, Tommy S and
Trezia B who are all having
their birthdays this week.
On behalf of the Puckapunyal
Primary School Community,
we wish them all a very
Happy Birthday!

We’re halfway through the term now and while our
students have enjoyed getting back into a normal routine,
we now have a number of families preparing to leave.
Please let us know your leaving dates so that we can best
support your child. Also, if you have a “School Posting
Passport” that you would like filled in, please bring it to
us. If you don’t have one, and would like one, just ask!
We are also after second-hand uniform that you no
longer require. We can always find another home for it.
Thank you for uniform already received. We appreciate
it!
Best wishes to all our families posting out.

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR REWARD
UPDATE
Keep up that positive behaviour everyone! It
makes everyone happy at PPS!

susan.ranger@education.vic.gov.au
karen.sullivan@education.vic.gov.au
Defence School Mentors
Our school captains, Paige C and
Rory K do a great job each week
reading out the Positive
Behaviour Scores at assembly.
Well done, captains!

CURRENT SCORES
Bradman - 177 points Chisholm - 151 points
Melba - 145 points Hume - 138 points

On Thursday 10th December, our Year 6 students are invited to attend their Graduation Ceremony. Due to current
COVID-19 restrictions, we have to conduct the ceremony very differently this year following Department of Education
protocols. For example, unfortunately, families are still not allowed to attend them in person this year.
All Year 6 students will have a normal day at school arriving in time for a 9am start. We ask all Year 6 students to bring
a different change of clothes for the graduation. They will have plenty of school time to change and prepare for their
ceremony which will begin after school.
This year we cannot organise a dinner and invite several special guests as we would normally do. We will organise a
small box of afternoon tea for each child - 1 savoury, 1 sweet and 1 drink that will be individually supplied by a caterer
(no food will be shared).
TIMELINE:
2.30pm Students will have time to change into their ‘neat and casual’ graduation outfits.
3.30pm Afternoon tea outside in an open area (individual afternoon tea box)
4.00pm Graduation Ceremony (Families and the odd special guest can join in via ZOOM – invitations to be sent home)
5.00pm Finish – students will have time to get their classmates to sign their supplied ‘Graduation Bears’
5:30pm Students picked up by families
Cost: The cost for the ceremony is $25 to cover the cost of the catered afternoon tea and the ‘Graduation Bears’.
Payment is due by Monday 30th November.
Awards to be presented at the Valedictory Dinner:
- Year 6 Valedictorian
- Sporting Award
- Student Bursaries
- Academic Excellence Awards
- Striving for Excellence Award
- Mitchell Shire Citizenship Award
- Lion’s Club Community Award
- Encouragement Awards

DRESS: We remind families that it is a
primary school function and that school council
expects that we keep the dress code ‘neat and
casual’. We do not want students away from
school attending hair dressers, or having formal
dress/suit fittings. We also need to remind
students that our school policy of not wearing
make-up to school and school functions still
applies.

All students seem very excited about the big night. Good luck
‘Striving for Excellence’
to all Year 6 students. We hope they all enjoy the occasion.
Open since 1887
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Assembly Stars!
Thank you, Brielle E (5/6H) who did a terrific job as our MC at our ‘Live’ Assembly
via ZOOM on Monday. Well done, Brielle!
On Mondays at 9:30am we will continue to have our assemblies via ZOOM until we
are all allowed to get together again. Each class will remain in their individual classroom and via ZOOM will
be involved in our assemblies.
We will send emails to each family on Fridays - letting you know which students are directly involved in the
presentation, which students will be receiving any awards and also inviting you to watch via ZOOM.
**Please Note: Our next school assembly will be on Monday 16th November.**
Well done, Keiran G (5/6E) and Nic H (5/6M) who began our assembly with the

Acknowledgment of Country and Declaration respectively. Thanks, boys!
Dean B (5/6E) did a very good job reading

the Student of the Week awards. Well
done, Dean!
Well done, Edenrose D (5/6H) for brilliantly

reading the Author of the Week awards.
Well done, Edenrose!

Isn’t it great to have Owen B
(5/6M) and Aysa C (5/6H)
back at assemblies sharing some
very funny jokes just before
we begin class each Monday.
Thanks, boys!

Each week at assembly, SRC representatives remind our
students of a few important school rules. This week, SRC
representative Cy G (3/4B) reminded our students of a few
school rules to follow when riding your bike to school:









You must wear a helmet at all times.
Bikes are not to be ridden in the school grounds.
Bikes must be put in the bike shed when you arrive at school.
Be mindful of pedestrians.
Always use the school crossing if crossing the road.
You must hop off your bike and walk it across the school crossing.
Do not ride your bike through the car parks. Please hop off and walk your
bike.
Do not touch anyone else’s bike.

At our live assembly this week Kindness was announced as our School Value of the week.
That means teachers are looking for students who are demonstrating ‘Kindness’ to be eligible
for The Student of the Week award. We encourage parents to talk to their children about our
values throughout the year.
What does Kindness mean? Year 5 student, Keely D (5/6E) read out the meaning of Kindness at Monday’s
assembly. Well done, Keely!

‘Kindness is showing care and concern for other people, animals and the environment. Kindness need not be on a
‘Striving for Excellence’

grand scale – it can be in a small gesture. It can brighten
up somebody’s life, help animals feel more cared for and
Open since 1887
make the planet a better place to live.’
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Congratulations to the following students who were
‘Students of the Week’ for last week.
Winners – Caroline B (FO), Joe W (FC), Alex B
(3/4B), Henry O (1/2C), Logan H (1/2I), Milli M
(3/4I), Tyson B (3/4S), Allie S (1/2M), Rihanna S
(5/6H), Dallas R-O (5/6M) and Keeley D (5/6E). These
students were selected because they were modelling
Responsibility. This week teachers are looking for
students who are modelling Kindness.

Congratulations to the following students who were
‘Authors of the Week’ for last week.
Winners – Harrison H (FO), Lola S (FC), Yarah T-A
(3/4B), Laylah W (1/2C), Isabelle B (1/2I), Zayk M
(3/4I), Olive B (3/4S), Belzy C (1/2M), Jett H (5/6H),
Olivia S (5/6M) and Alice N (5/6E). The students were
selected because they showed great skills as an author.

5/6H in Room 1 won the
Senior School Times
Tables Trophy. Dimitri C and
Ryan L are already celebrating
winning the trophy this week!

3/4S in Room 11 won the
Yard Duty Competition.
Savannah Z and Ethan S were
delighted with their classroom’s
efforts!

Congratulations to Oliver M, Emma L,
Torrey M and Dakota T who won the
raffle prizes for ‘Positive
Behaviour’ this week! Well done,
kids!
‘Striving for Excellence’
Open since 1887

Did you hear Zayk M
read his writing at
assembly this week? We
did! He read beautifully!
Let’s see who reads next
time.
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Each week in the newsletter, we will give families a summary of the Teaching/Learning Focus for the week.
That can help families by: being aware of what classrooms are covering; with discussion topics at the dinner
table when discussing school (eg. ‘How are you going with addition in Numeracy this week?’); helping their
children study at home, etc. Parents have indicated that this information would be very useful. We also ask
families to be aware that schools are very busy places and events can be unpredictable at times. We therefore
must remain flexible. That means, we can plan to cover certain topics at particular times and have to change
them according to arising needs.

Junior School – Preps/Foundation Rooms 6 & 8
Literacy: We are revising all letters learnt this year. We are continuing with SMART spelling and
looking at the structure of information reports. We are looking at the suffix ‘ing’.
Numeracy: We are representing practical situations to model addition and subtraction.
Junior School – Year 1 Rooms 3, 4, & 9
Literacy: We are looking at the structure of simple and compound sentences. We are learning about
word types (nouns, verbs, adjectives, correct verb tense).
Numeracy: We are representing and solving simple addition and subtraction problems using a
range of strategies including counting on, partitioning and rearranging parts.
Junior School – Year 2 Rooms 3, 4, & 9
Literacy: We are looking at the structure of simple and compound sentences. We are learning about
word types (nouns, verbs, adjectives, correct verb tense).
Numeracy: We are mentally solving addition and subtraction problems and recognising their
connection (partners to 10/doubles).
Middle School - Years 3/4 Rooms 10, 11 & 13
Literacy: Over the next two weeks in Reading we are continuing to look at factual descriptions with
a focus on simple and compound sentences. In Writing, we will be focusing on drafting, publishing
and presenting our factual descriptions.
Numeracy: In Numeracy we will be working on decimals and how they relate to fractions. We will
also be focusing on money problems.
Senior School - Years 5/6 Rooms 1 & 2
Literacy: Over the next two weeks in Literacy we will be focusing on the revising and editing of our
factual recounts and moving towards the publishing phase.
Numeracy: In Numeracy we will be working on converting
between fractions, decimals and percentages.

Last week class FO held a zoom meeting with the Pucka Kinder as part
for Excellence’
of our Transition‘Striving
program!
The kinder students loved listening to our show
Open since 1887
and tell and asked some great questions!
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A recent survey found that the top team sports most popular with children aged 6+ are:
Soccer, Basketball, Tennis, Netball, Cricket and AFL.
However, there’s no one sport better for children than another as long as they are having fun. If
available, it’s recommended that children try out a range of different sports to help them find the one that
suits them. This then provides a child with plenty of opportunities to try activities out before settling on
one. The risks of early sports specialisation include higher rates of injury, increased psychological stress
and quitting sports at a young age. With COVID restrictions lifting, and lovely Spring weather, now is a
great time to introduce or reconnect with team sport activities.
(Source: Exercise and Sports Science Australia & Exercise Right for Kids)

Competition starts this Friday Night - 13th November
5:30pm @ Kings Park, Seymour.
The registration portal is open!
https://lavic.com.au/membership/
Our fees are not changing for the 2020/2021 season. They
are staying at $95 per child.
The season will run until late March.
For new members we offer a come and try 2 weeks free.
However, you still need to register to be able to compete.
Come and join the fun!

Our Foundation students have been
growing seeds as part of their
Science work. Look at them grow!

‘Striving for Excellence’
Open since 1887
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