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As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, Puckapunyal Primary School will now be
using Compass School Manager. We have emailed you a letter with login
details to access our Parent Portal.
It will streamline many of the communications and notifications between school
and families.
Compass is a web-based system that is accessible on any modern web browser or
by using the 'Compass School Manager' app available for iOS or Android.
**Please read last week’s newsletter.**
An online Parent Guide is also available
https://www.compass.education/guide

On Tuesday 10th November, we are having Parent/Teacher Interviews. The day
will be a normal school day where students arrive at 9:00 a.m. and are dismissed
at 3:30 p.m. The interviews will begin from 2:00 p.m. and finish at
approximately 6:30 p.m. From 1:15 p.m. the students will have a supervised
lunch outside and will be participating in sporting activities with our specialist
teachers who do not teach grades.
The aims of Mid-Term P/T Interviews will be different from P/T Interviews in
other years. We fully understand that many families will be keen to know how
their children are going academically, now that they are back at school.
The aims of these interviews will be to discuss the following:
- how your child has settled back in school eg. work
habits, behaviour, etc
- how they are going in the main areas of Literacy and
Numeracy
- what their goals are for the remainder of Term 4.
For the first 4 weeks of this term, we have employed many extra teaching staff
to ensure a smooth transition and better learning options for our kids. In that
time, classroom teachers have been assessing students, conferencing with
students and organising as much differentiated work for them as possible.
Each family has received an email with login details to access your Parent Portal
of the COMPASS School Manager where you can book an Interview time.
Excellence’
Families can choose to have the interviews via phone‘Striving
calls or for
ZOOM.
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Active Travel: We encourage all our students to come
to school in an active manner. Less than half of our
students are walking/riding to school and Spring is a
fabulous time to begin this daily habit.

Happy Birthday to
Caroline B, Charlie B, Ruth
R, Laylah B, Nate S, Kyaana
F, Nate G, Spencer B and
Ethan R who are all having
birthdays this week.
On behalf of the Puckapunyal
Primary School Community,
we wish them all a very
Happy Birthday!

Departures: We understand that leaving dates may still
be uncertain, but please let us know when you are
leaving as soon as you know. We can provide much
better support this way. Thanks for this.
Uniform: We are always after second-hand uniform that
you no longer require. Thank you.

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR REWARD
UPDATE
Many more Positive Behaviour tickets to count this
week! Well done everyone!

susan.ranger@education.vic.gov.au
karen.sullivan@education.vic.gov.au
Defence School Mentors

CURRENT SCORES
Bradman - 110 points Melba – 91 points
Chisholm - 90 points Hume - 77 points

Our school captains, Paige C and
Rory K do a great job each week
reading out the Positive
Behaviour Scores at assembly.
Well done, captains!

Each week at assembly, SRC representatives remind our students of a few
important school rules. This week, SRC representatives Hunter W (3/4S) and
Lucie W (3/4S) reminded our students of a few school rules to follow in the
morning before school:






Please do not arrive at school before 8:50 in the morning.
No jumping over the school bags at the line up areas.
No kicking or throwing ball games at the front of the school.
No playing down the back of the school. Please stay at the front so you can
get to your line up area quicker.
No chasing games please. ‘Tiggy’ and ‘Red, Red Rover’ should only be
played at recess and lunchtimes.

**Don’t forget next week
**Monday 2nd November is our next Pupil Free Day. Therefore, students are not expected
at school that day. It is a Planning Day for staff. It gives all teachers the opportunity to ensure correct
planning for all of our students this term.

**Tuesday 3rd November is Melbourne Cup Day and a public holiday. Students are not
expected at school that day.

‘Striving for Excellence’
Open since 1887

'Live' Assemblies
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Thank you, Jake Q (5/6M) who did a terrific
job as our MC at our ‘Live’ Assembly via ZOOM
on Monday. Well done, Jake!
On Mondays at 9:30am we will continue to have
our assemblies via ZOOM until we are all allowed to get together again.
Each class will remain in their individual classroom and via ZOOM will
be involved in our assemblies.

***Have you heard your child
read today? We encourage all
students to practise their reading
at home about 5 nights per
week. Therefore, by now, most
students should have read at least
between 160-165 nights. Well
done if you have kept up!***

We will send emails to each family on Fridays - letting you know which
students are directly involved in the presentation, which students will be
receiving any awards and also inviting you to watch via ZOOM.
**Please Note - Due to next Monday being a
Pupil Free Day, our next school assembly will be
on Monday 9th November.**
Well done, Henry O and Dominic S (1/2C) who
began our assembly with the Acknowledgment of
Country and Declaration respectively. Thanks, kids!

Olivia S (5/6M) did a very good job reading
and presenting the Student of the Week awards.
Well done, Olivia!
Well done, Jordan S (5/6E) for brilliantly
reading and presenting the Author of the
Week awards. Well done, Jordan!

Wasn’t it great again, to have
Owen B (5/6M) and
Aysa C (5/6H) back at assembly
sharing some very funny jokes just
before we got in to class on Monday.
Thanks, boys!

At our live assembly this week Respect was announced as our School Value of the week.
That means teachers are looking for students who are demonstrating ‘Respect’ to be eligible for
The Student of the Week award. We encourage parents to talk to their children about our values
throughout the year.
What does Respect mean? Year 5 student, Grace H (5/6E) read out the meaning of Respect at Monday’s
assembly. Well done, Grace!

‘Being respectful is an attitude of caring and treating each other with dignity. It is speaking to and dealing with
others in a courteous manner. Respect encompasses honouring the rules of your family or school. This helps to
create a more peaceful and pleasant environment to‘Striving
be in. Self-respect
is developed when you protect your own
for Excellence’
rights for things that are important to you. For example,
thesince
right1887
to privacy.
Open

’
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Congratulations to the following students who were
‘Students of the Week’ for last week.
Winners – Jack Mc (FO), Harry L (FC), Ruth R
(3/4B), Mia F (1/2C), Isabelle B (1/2I), Lily F (3/4I),
Jeremiah F (3/4S), Trey G (1/2M), Paige C (5/6H),
Emily W (5/6M) and Katherine T (5/6E). These
students were selected because they were modelling
Striving for Excellence. This week teachers are looking
for students who are modelling Respect.

3/4I in Room 13 won
the Middle School
Times Tables
Trophy. Lucy W and
Zayk M were both
delighted to look after the
winning trophy this week!

Congratulations to the following students who were
‘Authors of the Week’ for last week.
Winners – Shelby T (FO), Spencer B (FC), Charlotte
O (3/4B), Savannah W (1/2C), Ebony H (1/2I),
Xzavier C (3/4I), Ava G (3/4S), James Mc (1/2M),
Aysa C (5/6H), Melhoney P (5/6M) and Dean B (5/6E).
The students were selected because they showed great
skills as an author.

5/6M in Room 1 won the
Senior School Times
Tables Trophy. Nash K
and Lily T are going to mind
the winning trophy this week!
They also wanted to show off
the Richmond scarf as well!

Congratulations to Spencer B, Reagan
R, Logan M and Chase W who won the
raffle prizes for ‘Positive

1/2C in Room 4 won the Yard Duty
Competition. Gabriel B and Emma L
were delighted to grab the winning trophy for
their classroom this week!

‘Striving for Excellence’
Open since 1887

Behaviour’ this week!
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Each week in the newsletter, we will give families a summary of the Teaching/Learning Focus for the week.
That can help families by: being aware of what classrooms are covering; with discussion topics at the dinner
table when discussing school (eg. ‘How are you going with addition in Numeracy this week?’); helping their
children study at home, etc. Parents have indicated that this information would be very useful. We also ask
families to be aware that schools are very busy places and events can be unpredictable at times. We therefore
must remain flexible. That means, we can plan to cover certain topics at particular times and have to change
them according to arising needs.

Junior School – Preps/Foundation Rooms 6 & 8
Literacy: We are revising all letters learnt this year. We are continuing with SMART spelling and
looking at the structure of information reports. We are looking at the digraphs sh and ch.
Numeracy: We are revising and extending our understanding of number.
Junior School – Year 1 Rooms 3, 4, & 9
Literacy: We are revising all letters learnt this year. We are focusing on the vowels ‘i’ and ‘o’ and
narratives and information reports.
Numeracy: We are revising number and place value.
Junior School – Year 2 Rooms 3, 4, & 9
Literacy: We are working on narratives and information reports and looking at the difference
between fiction and non-fiction texts.
Numeracy: We are revising number, place value and breaking numbers into 100’s, 10’s and units
(partitioning).
Middle School - Years 3/4 Rooms 10, 11 & 13
Literacy: This week in Literacy we will be unpacking the elements of factual recounts.
Numeracy: In Numeracy we will be working on identifying and describing properties of 2D and 3D
shapes.
Senior School - Years 5/6 Rooms 1 & 2
Literacy: This week in Literacy we will be unpacking the elements of factual recounts. Students
will also be taking notes and paraphrasing.
Numeracy: In Numeracy we will be working on mental addition and subtraction strategies. We will
also be focusing on mental multiplication strategies.

Wednesday 11th November is Remembrance

Day.
Our school will be conducting our own short
Remembrance Day commemoration (15 min) via
ZOOM at 10:45am. All families are welcome to join
in. We will send home the ZOOM links beforehand.
We will explain to the students that it is not just a
great opportunity to reflect on the people, current and
past, who have made sacrifices to ensure that we
have a free and democratic country, but also a time to
reflect on our loved ones.
‘Striving for Excellence’
Open since 1887
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RSL Queensland and DCO Brisbane are hosting a virtual Path to
Wellbeing event this week!
The theme of this week’s forum is Strengthening Social Connections, which is being
hosted as part of Veterans Health Week. Hear from GMRF researcher Dr Sarah
Hampton about some exciting new research outcomes, one of DCO’s social workers
about how you can strengthen your social connections within Defence, and ADF
Transition on the programs and supports available during the transition process.
When: Thursday, 29 October 2020
7:30pm – 9:00pm
Where: Online (via Microsoft Teams)

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/path-to-wellbeing-strengthening-socialconnections-tickets-119366906631

‘Striving for Excellence’
Open since 1887
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It is important to encourage children to embrace their disability and participate in as many physical
activities as possible. For children with physical and intellectual disabilities, exercise is safe, important
for quality of life and is associated with a range of benefits. Providing opportunities for social
interaction and role models (such as Paralympians) assists in building self-confidence and
encouragement to exercise.
Carefully supervised exercise can benefit any child with a disability:
 Improved cognitive function and motor skills
 Improved cardiovascular health
 Stronger muscles and bones
 A reduction in the risk of chronic conditions (e.g. arthritis, osteoporosis, type 2 diabetes)
 Increased independence which helps to build self-confidence
 Improved social skills
Remember, specific characteristics associated with some disabilities need to be considered when
facilitating safe exercise. Seeking advice from exercise professionals may be important.
(Source: Exercise and Sports Science Australia & Exercise Right for Kids)

‘Striving for Excellence’
Open since 1887
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Some General Cyber Safety Tips
Over the years, we have had some concerned parents call into the school to chat about their children’s use of
social media- particularly our grade 5/6 students. No matter the age of your children, as a parent, you should
always be in sight of the computer or device that your children are using when accessing the internet.
Here are some additional tips that might help:
1. Put computers in a communal area of the house and don’t allow portable internet devices (laptops, phones, tablets
etc) in the bedroom.
2. Find out what your child is doing online. Talk to them regularly about what websites they visit and take the time to
sit with them as they use the internet. Make sure you’re familiar with how the sites that they visit work.
3. Encourage your child to tell you if they ever have a problem on the internet or if they’re ever unsure about anything.
Reassure them that you won’t take away their connection to the internet if issues occur.
4. Remind your child to keep personal information private. YAPPY is a useful acronym to remind children of the
personal information they should not share on public online spaces (blogs, forums etc.) – Your full name, address,
phone number, passwords, your plans.
5. Remind your child that not everything on the internet is true and not all internet users tell the truth.
6. Don’t support your child to sign up for sites that are 13+ if they are under age (Facebook, YouTube, Instagram etc).
Make sure your child sets their online accounts to private to limit access to people they know well (when they are old
enough to sign up).
7. Encourage your child to balance their leisure time so they’re not spending all of their time online.
8. Create your own internet rules for your household and have your child agree to adhere to them.
9. Explore government resources so you can educate yourself and protect your children by Googling ‘Cybersafety’.
10. Always talk with your child about what they are doing on the internet or internet based Apps like Facebook,
Instagram etc. This is not being a ‘sticky beak’, it’s good parenting!

An ADF families event: National Brick Masters Competition
If you are interested in this event, please click on the image for further information.
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/an-adf-families-event-national-brick-masters-competition-tickets125582210773?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utmcontent=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
Be sure to register by 28 Oct 2020.
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