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Anzac Day is on Sunday the 25th of April (this Sunday). We hope that all 

families enjoy the day and are able to pay their respects to those who have 

sacrificed for us.  
 

On Friday 23rd April, at a special 9:20am morning assembly, we will have a 

school commemoration to pay respect to the ANZACs. Some of our senior 

students will be conducting the commemoration. There will also be 

performances from our school choir which we are all looking forward to. We 

encourage students to bring wreaths to school and any child in cubs, scouts, 

guides, etc, can wear their uniforms for the commemoration. All parents are 

welcome to attend our commemoration. Our School Captains and SRC 

Representatives will be laying wreaths as well. It will be held in the school’s 

amphitheatre at the back of the school.  
 

Due to the base dawn services trying to keep numbers to a minimum, our 

school choir won’t be able to sing on ANZAC Day here on the base. 

Hopefully we will get that opportunity next year. 
 

Our 2 school captains, Eliza T and Brandon H-S have been invited to lay a 

wreath at the Seymour Morning ANZAC Service. That will take place at 

10am at the cenotaph on Anzac Avenue. We encourage all Pucka PS 

community members to attend the service to support our school captains. 
 

ANZAC badges are  

available each day  

at school this week.  

The prices range from  

$1-$10. 

 

 

 
 

Welcome back to Term 2! We hope that our families had a very enjoyable 

school break and were able to take a well earned rest. As we adults need a break 

every now and then, so do our hard working students. They need a rest from school 

so they can come back refreshed and ready to learn again. Let’s knuckle down and 

work hard again, kids!  
 

 
 

http://www.puckapunyalps.vic.edu.au/
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Happy Birthday to Maddie A, 

Vincent S, Stephen R, Joe W, 

Edenrose D and Harrison H who are 

all having their birthdays this week. 

On behalf of the Puckapunyal Primary 

School Community, we wish them all a 

very Happy Birthday! 

 

Thank you – I really appreciate everyone’s 

efforts in contributing to the Easter Raffle in 

both donations and by purchasing tickets.  

Congratulations to the Schweinsberg family 

who won the first prize of the beautiful quilt 

donated by Fabrics and More in Seymour. 

 

Mother’s Day Stall – we will be having a 

Mother’s Day stall this year at school and we 

are asking for donations. Anything that could 

be given as a present for our hard working 

mums would be gratefully received.  They 

can be dropped off at the front office.   

 

DCO – Defence Community Organisation is 

going through a rebranding process.  You 

may start to see the name start to change over 

the coming months to Defence Member and 

Family Support (DMFS) as they seek to 

better explain their role for Defence 

families.   

 

Changing Family circumstances – 

everyone is encouraged to let us know if you 

have any changes in the family due to 

absence or otherwise that we can help 

support you through.  You can contact your 

teacher through Dojo or me through email or 

the front office. 
 

Karen Sullivan 

Karen.Sullivan@education.vic.gov.au 

Defence School Mentor 
 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR 

REWARD UPDATE 
Positive rewards reset at the start of this 

term and Melba is off to a great start.  

Keep up the good work kids! 
FINAL TERM SCORES 

Melba – 26 points Chisholm - 23 points     

Bradman - 19 points    Hume - 18 points 

 

Our school captains, Brandon H-S 

and Eliza T are doing a great job 

reading out the Positive 

Behaviour Scores at assembly this 

term. Well done, captains! 

This term, all students from Foundation-Year 6 will participate in 

a House Cross Country Carnival. They will be 

trying to gain as many points as possible for their House team. All 

of our children have been training for the event which will be held 

at school on Monday 10th May.  

- Foundation -Year 2 students at 1:00pm  

- Years 3-6 students at 2:30pm 

 

Our students are keen to do well again this year. Some families 

may like to continue some extra training with their children. 

 

Distances for the big day 

Foundation-Year 2 students - 1 km 

Under 9 and 10 age group - 2km 

Under 11 and 12/13 and over age group - 3km 

Good luck with the training, kids! 

 
 

 

On Tuesday 11th May, Wednesday 12th May and Thursday 13th May, all Years 3 and 5 students will be 

participating in the National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy 

(NAPLAN). These are national tests. 
 

The tests will be conducted by our teachers at school. The idea is to test all students throughout Australia to 

attain a measure of progress of all students. These tests are marked by the Department of Education.  

Individual reports will be given to parents later in the year.  This is one measure of a child’s education 

progress.  
 

Thank you to all of the families who bought tickets in the 

Easter Raffle and especially to those who donated goodies 

for the prizes. Congratulations to the raffle winners! Because of 

our community’s amazing generosity, we were able to raise over 

$2,100. The raised funds will go towards Literacy resources 

outlined in previous newsletters. Thank you, Pucka! 

mailto:Karen.Sullivan@education.vic.gov.au


3 

‘Striving for Excellence’ 

Open since 1887 

 

 

 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Assembly Stars! 

At our Monday assembly this week Enthusiasm was announced as our School  

Value of the week. That means teachers are looking for students who are  

demonstrating ‘Enthusiasm’ to be eligible for the Student of the Week award.  

We encourage parents to talk to their children about our values throughout the year. 
 

What does Enthusiasm mean? Year 6 student, Monique A (5/6M) read out the meaning  

of Enthusiasm at Monday’s assembly. Well done, Monique! 
 

‘Enthusiasm is doing things with zest and excitement.  It is really looking forward to something.  Enthusiasm 

comes from having a positive attitude about the things you do. You can be enthusiastic about making your bed, 

going on a holiday or feeding the dog.  It is being cheerful and giving your best to whatever you do. Enthusiasm 

makes boring things fun.’ 

 

Thank you, Jett H (5/6M) who did a terrific job as our MC at our last assembly  

on Monday. Well done, Jett! 

 

On Mondays at 9:20am we will continue to have our assemblies in the school amphitheatre until we are all 

allowed to get together inside. Then we can use the PC Centre.  

 

We will send emails to each family on Fridays - letting you know which students are directly involved in the 

presentation, which students will be receiving any awards and also inviting you to attend the assembly.  

 

**Please Note: Our next school assembly in Term 2 will be on Monday 26th  

April.** 
 

Well done, Savanah N (5/6M) and Max B (5/6H) who began our assembly with the  

Acknowledgment of Country and Declaration respectively. Thanks, kids! 
 

                               Nic H (5/6M) did a very good job reading                                                              

                                    the Student of the Week awards. Well  

                                    done, Nic! 

 

                                    Well done, Max A (5/6M) for brilliantly 

                                    reading the Author of the Week awards.  

                                   Great job, Max! 

 

 
 

Each week at assembly, SRC representatives remind our students of a few 

important school rules. This week, SRC Leaders Jack Mc (5/6M) and 

Harry O (5/6H) reminded our students of a few school rules to follow when 

using the cubby huts:  

-Only the year levels that have been timetabled on for the week can  

be in the cubby hut area. All year levels will get a turn! 

-Sticks and branches are only used for building cubbies. They are  

not to be used for play fighting or swinging around. 

-Only during school times, at recess and lunch, can the cubby hut  

area be used. That means no one is allowed to use the areas during 

weekends, holidays, or after school. 

-If there are any issues or concerns students must see a yard duty teacher 

immediately. They would love to help! 

Isn’t it great to have 

Aysa C (5/6H) at 

assemblies sharing 

some very funny 

jokes just before we 

begin class each 

Monday. He has now 

introduced Thais O 

(4/5B) as a 

sidekick! Thanks, 

Aysa and Thais! 
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Congratulations to the following students who were 

‘Authors of the Week’ for the last week of Term 1. 

Winners – Jack R (F/1O), Conor F (FC), Conor F 

(3/4B), Briony R (1/2C), Trezia B (1/2I), Kaitlyn I 

(3/4I), Oscar T (4/5B), Mulaikah S (1/2M), Andrew 

M (5/6H) and Jett H (5/6M). 

These students were selected because they showed 

great skills as an author. 
    

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students who were 

‘Students of the Week’ for the last week of Term 1. 

Winners –   Alex W (F/1O), Tyler P (FC),  Jeremiah F 

(3/4B), Harry L (1/2C), Dante C (1/2I), Nova M (3/4I), 

Bryce H (4/5B), Hannah A (1/2M), Savanah N (5/6H) 

and Jacob A (5/6M). These students were selected 

because they were modelling ‘Confidence’. 

This week teachers are looking for students who are 

modelling ‘Enthusiasm’. 

 

 

Congratulations to Ava L, 

Harrison H, Logan O and 

Fatneen who won the raffle prizes 

for ‘Positive Behaviour’ this 

week! Well done, kids! We love 

seeing great behaviour! 

1/2C in Room 5 won the 

Yard Duty Competition. 
Spencer B was delighted to 

collect the winning trophy for his 

class first!  

Did you hear Alex M from 5/6H read 

his persuasive text at assembly this 

week? We did! He did a magnificent 

job trying to convince us that 

homework was not a good idea for 

students! While Mr Warne does not 

agree, he put together a strong, 

colourful and almost convincing 

argument! Come along and see who 

reads next week. 
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Each week in the newsletter, we will give families a summary of the Teaching/Learning Focus for the week.  

That can help families by: being aware of what classrooms are covering; with discussion topics at the dinner table when 

discussing school (eg. ‘How are you going with addition in Numeracy this week?’); helping their children study at home, 

etc. Parents have indicated that this information would be very useful. We also ask families to be aware that schools are 

very busy places and events can be unpredictable at times. We therefore must remain flexible. That means, we can plan to 

cover certain topics at particular times and have to change them according to arising needs. 

Junior School – Preps/Foundation Rooms 7 & 8 
Literacy:  We are working on the letters ‘e and l’. We are continuing to work on capital letters and using a full stop at the 

end of sentences. We have begun learning about writing procedures. 

Numeracy: We are learning about the numbers 10 and 11 and discussing clocks and their features. We are continuing to 

use the language of chance through number games. 

Junior School – Year 1/2 Rooms 5, 6, 7 & 12 
Literacy:  We are learning to create and analyse the features of procedural texts. We are also exploring how to use 

different types of punctuation and parts of speech, including commas and verbs.  

Numeracy: We are building on our understanding of place value, as well as learning how to skip count using a calculator. 

We are also learning how to tell the time using digital and analogue clocks.  

Middle School Years 3/4     Rooms 9, 10 & 11                                                      
Literacy: In Literacy we will be focusing on building the skills for writing a Narrative. We will be developing 

characters, settings and plots and looking at the language features we can use to make our writing interesting for the 

reader. 

Numeracy: In Numeracy we will be continuing to focus on our times tables. We will be looking at counting patterns 

and how we work out the rule for continuing these. We will also be looking at angles and how we use calendars. 

Senior School Years 5/6     Rooms 1, 2 & 11 
Literacy: We are implementing our knowledge of the 6+1 traits of writing in our Narrative unit. Students are learning to 

infer and make connections to further enhance their comprehension skills.  

Numeracy: Students are focusing on improving their recall of tables facts. Calculating fractions of a whole/group, 

fractions on a number line and comparing fractions will be another focus for 5/6 students.   

  

 

***Have you heard your child read today? We encourage all students to practise their reading at home about 

5 nights per week. Therefore, by now, most students should have read at least between 45-50 nights.  Well done 

if you have kept up!  

Classes FC and F/1O have begun working in the vegetable garden, getting it ready to plant seedlings! 
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WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT 

THEY THINK! 

We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction, and are 

conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school.  

Attitude to School surveys (ATOSS) are an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and 

Training to assist our school to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. 

Students will be asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their learning, peer 

relationships, bullying and life in general.  

All of our students in Years 4-6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey 

online during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool.  It is important to note that we are 

not in any way “testing” your child. Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any time.  

Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned 

identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey are 

kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey response 

file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times. 

This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period from Monday 26 April 

to Friday 11 June. The survey takes around 20-45 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class 

time. 

 

The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form throughout the survey period. All 

survey data that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be 

identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year level. 

 

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Do you like the new 

Year 6 school 

shirts and jackets? 

We do!  

They look great!  

Mia M, Evie B, Will H 
and Georga H love 

them! 
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Thank you so much for supporting our school, especially through fundraising. This term, we are hosting a 

Colour Explosion School Fun Run to help us fundraise for Literacy resources. To achieve our goal, we need 

to raise $25,000 as a school community.  

 

When is the Colour Explosion School Fun Run? We will be hosting our Colour Explosion School Fun Run 

on 25/5/2021 from 2:30pm to 3:30pm. Make sure students bring a WHITE shirt to wear during the Fun Run. 

They will be covered in non-toxic, biodegradable colour powder from head to toe! 

 

Is the powder safe? The non-toxic colour powder is made of high-quality corn starch and permitted food 

colours, so it’s safe for skin and eyes. Students with asthma are advised to be careful in their decision to 

participate. 

 

How does my child fundraise? Fundraising for our Literacy resources is easy – simply follow the instructions 

outlined in your child’s sponsorship booklet. Your child can accept donations online by creating a cybersafe 

fundraising profile at myprofilepage.com.au. You can also collect cash donations with your sponsorship 

booklet. Please return your donations before 24/5/2021. 

 

How do I order my child’s incentive prizes? You can order your child’s prizes online at 

myprofilepage.com.au between 19/5/2021 and 25/5/2021. Or, complete the back page of your sponsorship 

booklet when you return your cash donations. Order one prize based on the total amount of dollars raised, or 

mix and match smaller prizes. 

 

Share in $200,000 worth of extra prize credit! Achieve bigger prizes by helping your child earn bonus credit 

on their online profile. By creating an avatar, sharing your page with friends and reaching milestone donations, 

you can share in $200,000 of extra prize credit!   

 

Become a Fundraising MonSTAR! Collect all virtual badges on your online profile page and receive your 

own Fundraising MonSTAR bag tag. 

 

Class Reward Prize. Teamwork counts! If your class creates the most online profile pages each student will 

receive a Fundraising MonSTAR handball.  

 

FundRazor of the Year Award. Do you think you can top the national leader board? Australia’s highest 

fundraising student in Australia will win a Razor Prize Pack, worth $4,900!  

 

Happy Fundraising  

Damien Humphrey 

Colour Run Organiser 



8 

‘Striving for Excellence’ 

Open since 1887 
 



9 

‘Striving for Excellence’ 

Open since 1887 

  

 

 
 

This term, all Years 3-6 students will be involved in a Traffic and Safety Education Program during Physical 

Education and Sport classes. The program will continue until the end of term. 

 

Why Teach Traffic Education? 

Each year in Victoria over 1600 children are injured as passengers and pedestrians. About 50 children are killed 

each year. Around 1600 cyclists are killed or seriously injured each year and 60% of them are under 16 years of 

age. 

 

Children are vulnerable because the traffic environment that they operate in was designed for adults. Children have 

physical limitations and naive understandings and are highly at risk on our roads whether it be in the city or 

country. They are over represented in accidents as passengers, pedestrians and cyclists. 

What we can do 

The responsibility for Traffic Safety Education should be a partnership between home and school. Our school is in 

an ideal position to promote the issues so that parents become more aware of the children’s needs and the 

difficulties they experience in traffic. 

 

Parents’ co-operation and involvement is necessary for a school program to be fully effective.  

 

For now, we will be conducting the Traffic and Safety Education Program for Years 3-6.  

 

The children will be involved in the following activities: 

Bike Riding Skills Training – the children will participate in bike riding skills practice in and out of the school    

grounds and will be tested for a minimum level at the end of the course. 

Road Rules Classes – the children will learn a variety of important road rules as a passenger, bike rider and  

pedestrian. The children will be tested and will need to pass a minimum standard. 

Bike/Helmets Safety – the children’s bikes and helmets will be checked for ‘road worthiness.’  The children will 

also learn about basic bike parts, etc.  

 

Please Note: For children to attend any future school bike ride excursions or camps, they must attain a Bike 

Excellence Award by the end of the course. The Years 5/6 students have a 4 Day Bike Ride planned in October. 

The Years 3/4 students have a 1 Day Bike Ride planned in December. 

 

To receive the award they must: pass the riding skills test, pass the road rules written test, have a helmet deemed 

‘road worthy’ and have a bike deemed ‘roadworthy.’  

 

Below is a copy of the Years 3-6 Bike Education timetable. It is absolutely imperative that the students in Years 3-

6 have their bikes at school at the designated times. If your child does not own a bike, please attempt to borrow one 

for the sessions. We can lend a school bike in some circumstances, but early organisation is vital. 

**Families who live off the base can store their kid’s bikes at school in the sports shed if that makes it easier.** 

 

Classes   Bike Education Days and Times 
Classes - 3/4I, 3/4B and 4B 

 

Students will need bikes from 

Tuesday April 26th onwards. 

 

Tuesdays 

2:30 -3:30 p.m. 

Classes – 5D, 5/6I and 5/6H 

 

Students will need bikes from 

Tuesday April 26th onwards. 

 

Tuesdays 

12:30 -1:30 p.m. 

& 

Fridays 

2:30-3:30pm 

 



10 

‘Striving for Excellence’ 

Open since 1887 

 

 


