
 

 
                                                                  

                        Alamein Road                                          

                                       Puckapunyal Vic, 3662                           

                                       Principal: Kevin Warne 

                                       School Council President: Katrina Turvey 

                                       Tel: (03) 5793 1288 

                                       ABN – 74134967962 

                                                                                      Website - www.puckapunyalps.vic.edu.au 

                                                                        Email – Puckapunyal.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Monday 16th March, 2020 

Dear Families, 

 

In light of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) we are sending this letter home to all families. As a school, we are endeavouring 

to remind students, staff and families that it is our collective responsibility not to pass germs to each other.  
 

Hygiene 

- Make sure we’re washing our hands frequently throughout the day for 20 seconds at time, using soap. Let’s 

encourage others to ‘do the right thing and wash our hands properly’. 

- If we’re sneezing or coughing, use tissues and then put them in the bin. Let’s also use our elbow/shoulder and not 

our hands. We all should wash our hands after sneezing and coughing. 

- If  your child is feeling sick (sore throat, cough, or any other cold/flu symptoms), then your child shouldn’t 

be at school. We will also keep staff away who have the same symptoms. 

- We’re supposed to be trying not to touch our faces because the virus can get into our system through our eyes, nose, 

mouth, etc. 

- If anyone has had any close contact with someone who is suspected to have COVID-19, please advise the school 

and self-isolate at home until the results are known. 

- We are encouraging staff and students to try and stay 1.5m apart to stop the spread of the virus (difficult, we 

know!); that is, no handshakes, high 5’s, hugging, touching, tagging, etc. 
 

Classrooms 

- At this stage, classes will occur as normal. If the Department of Education makes any decision to close public 

schools, the school will endeavour to organise advice for families on how to help their children practise reading, 

writing, etc. 

- Teachers will ensure that students are washing hands and using hand sanitiser frequently thoughout the school day. 
 

School Canteen 

- We will not open our school canteen until later in the year, when everything settles down. 

- We will also stop selling icy cups until later in the year also. 
 

Excursions, Camps and Assemblies 
- Today’s assembly is the last assembly that we will have until further notice (that also means, next week’s Visitng 

Artist will be re-scheduled for much later in the year). 

- We will not have any school excursions until it is safe to do so (that means, next week’s Puckapunyal Easter Chapel 

visit is cancelled). 

-  We currently have 2 school camps organised – Years 3/4 Ballarat Camp (17th June to 19th June) and Years 5/6 (5th 

August to 7th August). While it seems a long way off, we will keep in contact with the camps to keep families 

informed about the likelihood of them going ahead. 
 

When there is any further advice or directives from the Department of Education or Puckapunyal Base Management, we 

will pass it on to families. We all have to do what we can to stop the spread of the COVID-19 germs. Let’s all work 

together. 
 

With ongoing developments around the Coronavirus, we remind all families that general information about the virus and 

the Department of Education’s response can be found at: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 
 

For more specific advice, please email the Department of Education’s Health Advice email address 

health.advice@edumail.vic.gov.au  Queries to this email address are responded to by health experts who can provide a 

response in a timely manner. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 

Kevin Warne 

Principal 
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