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Friday 20th March, 2020 
Dear Families, 

 

Our school community may face changes in regard to education over the coming school weeks (possibly after the 

school holidays).  

This may or may not include the closure of schools in response to the spread of the COVID-19 virus. While we 

are uncertain, we need to plan in case of a school closure so that we are prepared. 

At this time there are a number of things you can do to continue learning and maintain connections beyond our 

usual school setting. 

 
What can I do to support my child during this period? 

 

-Firstly, please talk about the virus in a manner which is appropriate to their age. Find out what they know, 

correct any misinformation, teach them how to prevent spreading germs or research it with them.  E-Bug is a 

great website to support this activity. At school, we have been concentrating on teaching our students how to stay 

germ free by practising great hygiene techniques. Eg. washing our hands after toileting, using hand sanitizer, 

sneezing and coughing into our elbows, etc. 

 

-If your child is currently at home, please familiarise yourself with things you can do to support learning at home 

(please see this week’s newsletter with suggestions/ideas). By no means are we saying ‘you must do…..’ They are 

just ideas and suggestions with many support websites, programs, etc. 

 

After the Holidays, if the School is Closed 

 

The school will set up opportunities for students to continue their education remotely (at home). That will mean 

the following: 

* All students will be set reasonable weekly school work tasks to best support their continued learning via Google 

documents. Families will receive continued communication on how that will work. 

* Families wanting to involve their children in any extra educational opportunities can access the 

suggestions/ideas already sent home via this week’s newsletter. 

*Families can use ClassDojo to communicate with their child’s teacher(s) if they have any questions regarding 

their learning program. If you have any problems communicating with any teachers through ClassDojo, please 

email Kevin Warne warne.kevin.m@edumail.vic.gov.au and attention it to your child’s teacher. 

*Teachers may not be at school, but will be working at home remotely. 

*School Leaders will continue to meet at school weekly to ensure the on-going remote learning tasks for students 

and families. 

 
Other things to consider 
 
-We ask families to stock up on a few essentials like post-it notes, coloured pencils, highlighters, unlined and 

lined paper, and pens/pencils. Where possible, ensure they have access to an appropriate device and Internet to 

support online learning. 
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-Please consider where your child might feel comfortable working at home without distractions. 

 

-Create a “learning” space within your home that can be made their own. 

 

-Familiarise yourself with your student’s learning program, so you can get a sense of how much they should be 

doing each day for each subject. Perhaps prepare a timetable so that they can keep to a routine. 

 
-Take into account that your child won’t see their friends. Negotiate appropriate ways in which they can maintain 

connections to their peers. You can do this by setting up virtual playdates with their friends through video chat or 

whatever suits. 

 
-Encourage a period of physical activity each day. This will help keep them active and reduce boredom. 

 

-‘Help’ at home means providing support, encouraging, listening, praising, guiding and discussing – there is no 

expectation that families will ‘teach’ school subjects. 

 
-Use the opportunity to do other projects you’ve been wanting to do with your child. Whether it is learning how to 

bake, doing an art project or starting a blog, there are many ways to be creative with your child (again, please see 

this week’s newsletter with suggestions/ideas). 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Warne 

Principal 

 
 

 


